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Germinara,  Gina 

Many  Man?^ions;  New  York,  William  '^loane  A^^c^ocia te?? , 

Inc.  (1950),  (*^econd  Printing,  I5ay,  1966)  304p. 

The  early  part  of  thi^  book  outline*:*  the  life  and  work 
of  Edgar  Cayce,  who,  while  sleeping  entranced  could  diagnoqe 
clairvoyantly  the  illne'=?=?eq  of  people  at  any  dicitance  on  the 
baqiq  of  knowing  merely  their  nameq  and  addreqqeq.  Cayce 
waq  normally  an  illiterate  photographer,  but  had  read  the 
Bible  once  for  each  year  of  hiq  life,  and  wi^^hed  to  heal 
people  who  needed  hiq  miniqtra tiong , charging  no  fee  and 
often  travelling  to  qee  patientq  for  expenqeq  only. 

The  bulk  of  the  book  details  the  lawq  of  Karma  and  of 
reincarnation  based  on  the  entranced  revelations  of  Cayce  in 
thousands  of  cases  recorded  and  with  results  achieved.  The 
author  is  a convinced  reincarnationis t,  and  this  book~is  the 
result  of  over  two  years  of  studying  the  Cayce  records. 

Very  well  written,  and  well  thought  out,  this  book  is 
an  important  summary  of  Ca yce ^ s teachings.  The  claim  is 
that  each  of  us  has  lived  many  previous  lives,  and  that  our 
current  life  is  only  one  during  which  we  learn  le-^fsons  that 
advance  our  progs’ess  towards  maturity  and  perfection.  We 
bring  about  our  choice  of  parents  and  the  events  of  our  own 
lives  as  a result  of  the  events  in  past  lives,  and  are  re- 
sponsible 5S(&r  our  fates. 

Many  of  the  past  lives  center  in  Atlantis,  ancient  E- 
gypt,  the  France  of  Louis  irv  to  XVI,  and  colonial  American 
days.  The  life  readings  are  more  detailed  than  the  health 
readings,  which  concentrate  on  the  physical  ills. 

Cayce *s  life  is  a puzzle  requiring  detailed  study,  and 
I have  a number  of  books  on  hand  to  read  in  an  effort  to 
understand  it.  Thi«?  is  the  first  book  I have  read  on  Cayce 
but  references  to  his  life  and  work  have  been  made  in  many 
of  the  books  I have  read. 

Although  it  Iq  clearly  expressed;*!  found  thic?  book 
less  than  ea<?y  to  concentrate  on.  Pos-^jibly  itc?  references 
to  Atlantis  distra^bted  me. 

New  York,  New  American  Library,  ^igne  t Books  (#Q,3207) 
(November,  1967),  (7th  printing)  240p. 

(#Y563l),  (llth  printing)  240p. 

(#W6811),  (13th  printing)  240p. 

Note:  The  paperback  edition  contains  an  introduction  by  Hugh 

Lynn  Cayce,  a son  of  Edgar. 
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Cerve  , W . S . 


Lerauria:  The  Lost  Continent  of  the  Pacific;  with  a special 

Chapter  by  Dr.  James  D.  Ward;  San  Jose,  California,  Supreme  Grand 
Lodge  of  Amorc  (1931,  Amorc)  Fifth  Edition,  November,  1950  296p. 

This  is  a very  well  written  and  non-t echnical  survey  of  the 
literature  about  Mu.  Chapter  10  on  Mysterious  California  aroused 
the  greatest  interest  in  readers  of  the  earlier  printings  of  this 
book,  and  dealt  with  mysterious  lights  and  dweller^s  near  Mount 
Shasta  still  under  investigation. 

This  is  the  easiest  book  to  read  of  all  1 have  consulted  about 
this  subject.  I would  recommend  it  to  beginning  students. 


Dear  Customer: 

Our  District  Manager  has  asked  us  to  return  to  Emergency  Down 
Routes,  as  several  of  their  carriers  have  quit.  This  unfortunately  has 
forced  us  to  give  up  some  of  our  existing  routes. 

Although  we  did  not  want  to  give  up  this  route,  the  other  choice 
is  within  a block  of  my  home  and  half  a kilometer  of  the  depot. 

Your  new  carrier  will  be  taking  over  on  the  27th  of  November. 

We  have  enjoyed  being  your  carriers  for  the  Free  Press  and  wish 
you  Happy  Holidays  and  all  the  best  in  the  New  Year. 

Thank  you 


a/ia 


Chafer,  Lewis  Sperry 

Satan;  New  and  Revised  Edition;  Chicago,  The  Bible  In- 
stitute Colportage  Ass*n,  1927  (1919,  Author);  Indexes  180p. 

I read  only  the  first  chapter  of  this  book,  but  looked 
through  the  rest  of  it  and  decided  that  it  is  a good  refer- 
ence to  the  biblical  citations  regarding  the  devil,  but  an 
uncritical  acceptance  of  the  writer’s  own  interpre ta tions  of 
these  passages.  It  is  worth  keeping,  but  useful  only  if  a 
thorough  study  of  my  books  on  Satan  is  undertaken. 
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^’Challin, 


The  flaked  Blade’ ? fork.  The  Grefstone  Press  (1934^  1938, 
Publishers)  2B6p, 

Although  there  la  no  ?3eation  of  thia  on  the  copyright  page, 
this  novel  originally  pnhlished  as  a -3.i,t-*part  serial  in  the 
AI^lGDST,  co^'aaenclng  February  10,  1934.  I read  it  then,  but  ro-reail 
It  froia  the  book. 

Ivor  Kildare,  an  Englishman  reaenbllng  an  older  nirate  named 
Captain  Tranqnillo  impersonated  occasionally  by  him,  is  eaptnrod 
and  made  to  fight  three  other  prisoners,  one  of  whom  he  spared  to 
boeoma  his  devoted  henchman*  Observing  a beantlful  Xnea  Heredia, 
ward  of  the  governor  watching  with  disdain,  he  salutes  her  and 
determines  to  win  her  love* 

fleeting  TranqutXXo,  ha  taunts  him  with  the  scar  from  a 

previous  encotsater,  defeats  him  again,  making  him  a bitter  enemy , 
fCildare  ia  a reckless  swordsman  and  adventurer  aimro  of  his  sins 
but  living  only  tor  incitement  and  fulfillment  of  his  desires  ro- 
gardlesa  of  the  consequences  to  others* 

He  learns  that  Ines  is  engaged  to  a blond  Spvanish  gentleman 
who  looks  almost  like  a brother  to  her,  defeats  him  In  capturing 
a ship,  but  respects  him  although  he  demands  that  Pedro  Alvarado 
give  up  Ines* 

Himself  captured  by  Captain  Henry  Morgan , n sensualist  who 
carries  about  with  him  a monkey  named  Jimmy  Green  as  "counsellor” 
and  companioned  by  Tranquillo,  Kildare  oscapes  and  finds  that  Ines 
declares  her  love  for  him*  Fearing  that  Morgan  would  abuse  her, 
Kildara  and  his  henchaian  with  the  aid  of  Alvarado  and  others  got 
away,  but  Alvarado  is  serio^isly  wounded  and  throws  himself  over- 
board, fraaing  Inos  for  Kildare* 

Tine  resemblaaco  of  Kildare  to  "Sanor  Jingle  Beils?  the  Mon- 
tana Kid  and  other  characters  who  cannot  accept  conventional  life 
but  must  act  free  of  constraint  is  matched  by  other  characters  in 
the  story  who  enact  similar  roles  in  other  Faust  books* 

The  economy  of  narration  and  continuous  action  make  difficult 
any  appraisal  of  the  story  as  historical  fiction. 

Chester  D,  Cuthbert 
May  7,  1997 
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Chambers,  Aldan 

Aidan  Chambers’  b-^nk  of  Ghosts  and 'Haun tings ; 
trated  An  tony '“Malt  land  "'and  with  photographs;  Harm'^nds- 

worth,  Longman  Young  Books;  author);  Indez;  144p» 

This  is  an  introductory  study  of  the  subjects  (in  fact, 
my  copy  is  a discard  from  the  Boye?  and  Girls  Department  of 
the  Winnipeg  Fublie  Library),  but  it  is  soundly  ba^ed  and 
gives  a short  chapter  on  the  C.P,R» 

The  author  tries  to  distinguish  between  actual  ca^es 
and  ^folklore,  and  offer®  his  personal  opinion  on  the  valuer? 
of  several  caches,  as  well  a®  a theory  to  account  for  one  in 
chapter  11, 

The  illustrations  are  appropriate  and  informa tive ; I 
would  recommend  ' this  book  a®  background  material  for  even 
serious  students. 
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Chambers,  Bradford  (B.A.,  M.A.) 


How  to  Hypnotize;  Foreword  by  Kenneth  S.  MacLean , M.D.; 
Illustrated;  New  York,  Stravon  Publishers  (1957,  author);  Ref- 
erences 63p  . 

In  ten  steps,  fully  illustrated,  the  author  explains  how  by 
the  swayback,  handclasp,  and  gaze  fixation  methods,  hypnotic 
trance  may  be  induced.  More  recent  writers  have  demonstrated  that 
these  methods  are  not  necessary,  but  they  are  still  effective  and 
useful  to  beginners  who  lack  the  personality  and  expertise  to  in- 
spire confidence  in  their  subjects. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  7,  2001 
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Chambers,  Dana 

Death  Against  Venus;  Nev/  York,  Dial  Press,  1945  207p. 

This  is  a better-than-average  murder  mystery  novel  fol- 
lowing' the  adventures  of  an  alcoholic  doc  tor  who  loves  a 
girl  mental  patient  in  a private  sanitarium  and  rescues  her 
from  attempts  on  her  life  and  sanity.  Suspicion  falls  on 
the  girl^s  husband,  an  obnoxious  Ma.ior,  but  finally  convicts 
her  aunt  and  . two  of  the  hospital  attendants. 

We ll-v\/ri tten  and  interesting,  with  apparent  i-mowledp’e  of 
medicine  and  psychiatry,  it  in,vite3  the  reading  of  others  of 
the  author’s  books. 
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Chambers,  Marilyn 


My  Story;  Warner  Pa per baek  Library  ( #79827) ,{ June , 1975) 
Illus  t4ra  ted;  206p, 

In  addition  to  a sketchy  autobiography,  this  book  gives 
a short  outline  of  the  career  of  Linda  Lovelace  by  her  ex- 
husband,  who  specifically  says  he  never  loved  her.  Both  her 
husband  and  Marilyn  degrade  Linda,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
none  of  the  three  can  be  considered  otherwise  than  as  out  for 
what  they  can  get,  regardless  of  consequences. 

Chuck  Traynor,  having  been  husband  to  both  girls,  gives 
Marilyn  credit  for  being  the  superior,  but  then  he  v/as  at  the 
time  he  wrote  his  sketch,  her  husband. 

It  strikes  me  that  all  three  people  are  kooky. 


Chambers,  Robert  7/. 


The  Gay  Rebellion;  Illustra.ted  by  Edmund  Frederick;  Mew 
York  and  London,  L.  Appleton  and  Company,  1913;  (1911,  Colum- 
bian-Sterling, Publishing  Go.  297p. 

Actually  a group  of  short  stories  strung  together  to 
give  the  book  the  appearance  of  a novel,  the  main  theme  is 
women’s  liberation.  The  humor  borders  on  farce,  and  many  of 
the  stories  are  apparently  hastily  written  and  not  well 
thought  out. 

The  farce  of  woraen  using  nets  to  capture  men  of  superb 
physique  and  use  them,  as  forerunners  of  a eugenic  surer -race 
is  portrayed  at  a satirical  level  ’which  is  only  vaguely  a- 
musing.  The  theme  runs  through  several  of  the  stories,  and 
in  a manner  which  could  be  termed  fantastic,  but  the  only 
truly  fantastic  story  in  the  book  takes  up  panes  228-255  and 
involves  a man  applying,  for  board  and  room  in  a colonial  home 
owned  by  a girl,  one  of  whose  eyes  was  ha ne 1-brown,  the  other 
hazel-grey.  After  he  surveys  the  interior,  furnished  in  the 
style  of  a bygone  period,  she  leaves  the  house,  and  a m.otor 
car  drives  up  containing  a modernly  dressed  identical  nirl, 
who  opens  the  home,  for  him  disclosing  it  to  be  em.pty--his  ex- 
perience has  been  an  hallucination. 

This  is  probably  the  poorest  book- I’ve  read  by  Chambers. 
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Chamberlain,  Anne 


The  Tall  Dark  Man;  Indianapolis/New  York,  The  Bobbs-Mer r ill 
Company,  Inc.  (1955,  author)  215p. 

New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Company,  Inc.  (925)  160p. 

I have  been  curious  about  this  book  for  many  years.  It  is 
highly  praised  by  reviewers  as  a suspense  horror  story. 

A 13  year  old  schoolgirl  views  from  the  window  of  her  school 
room  the  murder  of  a short  man  by  a dark  tall  man  and  sees  him 
use  binoculars  to  discover  her  having  witnessed  the  murder.  She 
has  been  guilty  of  false  stories  and  is  afraid  that  she  will  not 
be  be;ieved  if  she  tells  what  she  has  seen.  The  tall  man  comes 
to  the  school  and  lingers  outside  awaiting,  she  thinks,  her  com- 
ing ou t . 

The  author  details  in  irrelevant  detail,  the  failures  of  the 
girl  to  get  protection  to  her  home,  ending  up  at  the  home  of  a 
man  she  had  traduced  and  who  is  kindly  to  her.  The  book  ends  by 
confirming  her  story  but  leaving  the  murderer  uncaught. 

Despite  the  reviewers,  several  times  in  reading  the  book  I 
thought  I would  not  bother  finishing  it.  The  dialogue  seemed  ar- 
tificial, the  situations  contrived,  the  suspense  faked. 

I don^t  recall  seeing  any  other  book  by  this  author,  and  it 
seemed  to  me  that  this  book  was  written  by  someone  without  any 
knowledge  of  literary  expression.  It  is  a prime  example  of  how 
the  same  story  can  impress  people  differently,  since  I consider 
it  a waste  of  my  time. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  9,  2004 
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Chamberlain,  Elwyn  M, 

Gateq  of  Fire;  New  York  Grove  Preq<q,  Ine . (1978,  author) 

350p. 

A wealthy  American  girl  and  her  English  lover  ^mug-^le 
into  India  for  a millionaire.  A degenerate  puqher  wiqheq 
to  pay  caqh  for  the  lot,  but  the  millionaire  wantq  credit  in 
a ^wicjc!  account  instead  because  of  the  problem  of  laundering 
money.  The  girl  becomec.  acquainted  with  an  adept  or  guru  who 
influence^  her  to  accept  ^supernormal  phenomena  and  ^spiritual 
goal??,  renounces  the  drug  deal  and  follow.q  hie-  guidance;  but 
her  lover  deteqtq  qpintual  valueq,  becomeq  involved  in  the 
enmity  of  a wealthy  courteqan  who  haq  him  killed,  and  the  mil- 
lionaire, though  capable  of  cure  by  the  ddept,  loqeq  health 
from  failure  to  follow  through  the  advice  he  iq  given. 

Thiq  book  portrayq  India  aq  a filthy,  degenerate  c-ociety 
deqperate  for  money  and  material  thingq,  lacking  facilitieq 
for  public  health,  and  with  only  the  yogiq  and  adeptc-  to  lift 
it  above  itq  qex  and  qenqation  exiqtence. 

The  teachingq  given  the  American  girl  may  be  important. 
The  adept  iq  alleged  to  remember  pa«=!t  livec;,  and  to  be  aware 
of  them,  able  to  leave  hiq  body  at  will,  but  controlled  by 
deqtiny,  and  following  regimen  of  purity,  abqtinence,  and 
spiritual  inqightq. 

The  debacsed  and  prevalent  qexual  activities  portrayed 
are  offset  by  the  spiritual  teachingq,  and  this  book  may  be  a 
valuable  portrayal  of  life  in  India:  I am  not  competent  to 
appraise  it.  Certainly  the  reading  of  this  book  is  a new  ex- 
perience for  me. 


Very  well  written,  objectively  presented. 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831-7777 
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The  First  Quarter  Century 

1962-1987 
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- Chamier,  J.  Daniel  . 

The  Dubious  Tale  of  the  Diamond  Necklace;  Illustrated; 
London,  Edward  Arnold  & Go.  (1939);  Notes;  Index  294p. 

This  is  an  important  reconstruction  of  the  affair,  with 
the  author’s  own  interpretation  of  the  probable  facts  rather 
than  the  historically  accepted  story. 

Chamier  portrays  the  Cardinal  as  situated  so  that  be  was 
forced  to  protect  the  reputation  of  Marie  Antoinette,  who,  he 
feels,  was  actually  involved,  and  not  an  innocent  party;  but 
who  was  simply  immature  and  incapable  of  dealing  with  the  mat 
ter.  It  is  pretty  clear  that  Gagliostro  was  not  involved  ex- 
cepting as  an  advisor  to  the  Cardinal  and  an-  acquaintance  of 
Mme  de  Lamotte. 

The  illustrations  are  Interesting,  but  the  author  says 
they  may  not  be  authentic  because  publishers  inserted  them  in 
various  books  and  pamphlets  almost  at  random  and  kept  supplie 
of  stock  Illustrations  for  the  purpose.  It  seems  that  the 
French  government  paid  for  buying  up  pamphlets  and  books  for 
destruction,  thus  supporting  Irresponsible  publishing. 

This  book  should  be,  kept  for  reference. 


Chamish,  Barry 

The  Devil  Wore  an  Angel’s  Suit;  V/innipeg,  Split  I«vel 
Publishing  House,  no  date  (1972)  138p. 

I arraiiged  for  the  author  to  autograph  my  copy  of  this 
book  when  I purchased  it  and  some  others  from  him. 

Probably  autobiographical,  but  more  likely  to  bo  pseudo- 
autobiographical,  and  of  novelette  length,  this  book  lacks 
both  the  form  and  the  plot  of  a novel,  and  consists  of  a 
narrative  of  experiences  at  school  and  university,  first  sex- 
ual encounters  and  experiments,  and  ha sh’V- oriented  friend- 
ships. The  use  of  four-letter  words  implies  a struggle  to 
obtain  release  from  repressive  inhibitions,  and  creates  in  the 
reader  the  usual  impression  that  the  author  does  not  understand 
the  need  for  good  taste  in  literary  expression  and  also  in  so- 
cial contacts.  The  girls  encouxitered  appear  never  to  object  to 
this  language  as  used  by  the  protagonist  Bruce  Calian  and  his 
friends,  and  the  reader  might  infer  that  his  circle  of  acquain- 
tance included  few  from  polite  society. 

Inspired  possibly  by  books  like  Roth’s  "Portnoy’s  Complaint", 
the  author  portrays  Bruce  as  seeking  sexual  expression  by  any 
means  available  and  with  little  regard  for  the  welfare  of  those 
sharing  his  experiences.  This  may  logically  have  resulted  from 
Bruce’s  early  contacts  with  others  who  were  similarly  seeking 
satisfaction  v/ithout  consideration  for  him.  Though  it  is  possible 
to  attribute  errors  to  Bruce  who  tells  the  story  in  the  first  per- 
son, it  is  more  likely  that  misspellings  like  "plage rism"  and 
grammatical  errors  were  made  by  the  atiithor. 

Although  the  discussions  between  characters  are  superficial, 
and  many  of  the  relationships  between  characters  lack  the  depth 
which  would  Justify  sexual  involvement,  ohe  style  of  narration  is 
humorous  and  direct,  the  dialogue  and  incidents  support  the  ‘Clip- 
pie" life  le/d  by  Bruce  and  lend  philospphical  grounds  for  his 
conclusions  about  life  and  people.  Middle -class  Jewish  home life 
is  inferred  rather  than  described  as  the  background  for  the  scenes 
laid  in  V/innipeg;  and  a distaste  for  bourgeois  values 

is  not  replaced  by  anything  higiier  except  the  desire  to  write  a 
book,  not  for  artistic  expression,  but  simply  to  obtain  the  money 
and  status  which  might  attract  beautiful  women  and  make  them  wil- 
ling sycophants. 

Despite  its  faults,  this  book’s  redeeming  features  are  a 
sufficient  indication  that  the  author  my  produce  future  works 
worthy  of  wider  circulation.  I am  reasonably  sure  that  he  would 
agree  with  my  view  that  this  is  merely  an  exercise  in  literary 
expression,  and  not  a serious  attempt  to  create  a story.  In  fact, 
its  main  value  may  have  been  its  cathartic  effect  on  the  author. 
Whether  any  similar  advantage  to  any  reader  may  ensue  is  rather 
doubtful. 
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Ghamisso,  Adalbert 


Anthology. 


Peter  Sohlemihl,  or,  The  3hadov;less  TIan;  Philadelphia, 
Henry  Altemus;  ( circa '1899 ) ; Illustrated  ' 192p. 


Contents 


Introduction  5 

Introductory  Epistle  from  A,  von  Ghamisso  to  Julius 
Edward  Hitzig  9 

1.  Peter  Schlemihl,  The  Shadowless  Man  .11* 

Appendix  (From  the  prefatory  matter  prefixed  to  the. 

Berlin  edition,  1839,  from  which  the  present  trans- 
'lation  is  made)  120 

2.  The  Story  without  an  End,  trans.  by  Sarah  Austin  ’ 135* 

3.  Hymns  to  Night  ' Novalis  ' ,177 


The  child  for  whom  (2)  was  translated  later  became  Lady 
Duff«Gordon  who  translated  ^’The  Amber  lYitch’M 

'^Novalis'^  was  the  name  assumed  by  a poet  Friedrich  von 
Hardenberg*  These  translations  are  of  prose  poems  with  some 
poetry,  not  specifically  fantasy. 

(2)  is  simple  nature  fantasy  with  a child  prince  talking 
to  flowers  and  animals. 
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Ghampfleury 


The  Faience  Violin;  Translated  frora  the  French  by  Helen 
B.  Dole;  New  York  ^ Boston,  Thomas  Y,  Crowell  & Company;  Il- 
lustrated by  Jules  Adeline;  (1895)  205p. 

As  a ^ob  of  book-manufa c turing,  this  is  a collectors^ 
item  in  itself.  The  cover  is  maroon  with  heavy  gold  orna- 
mentation; the  paper  is  glazed  and  heavy;  and  the  printing  is 
large,  with  wide  margins  for  so  small  a book. 

And  it  concerns  itself  th  rival  collectors  of  a kind 
of  majolica,  ceramics  with  paintings  and  music  and  other 
embellishments;  the  scenes  are  in  Paris  and  Nevers. 

Gardilanne  is  chief  clerk  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  a man  of  forty  whose  passion  is  the  accumulation  of 
ob je ts-d’art.  He  rises  at  six  in  the  morninm  to  prowl  the 
streets  and  shops,  gathering  from  dustbins  and  piles  of  debris 
the  remnants  of  beauty  overlooked  by  the  unknowing;  a bachelor, 
he  feels  no  temptations  apart  from  his  passion  for  collecting. 

His  friend  from  Nevers  is  Delegre,  five  years  younmer,  a 
hearty  countryman  whose  hobby  is  hunting.  Gardilanne  prompts 
Delegre  to  search  his  home  district  for  faience,  much  of  which 
is  known  to  have  originated  there  or  nearby;  and  from,  finding 
a few  item.s  to  please  his  friend,  Delegre  becom.es  a collector, 
secreting  for  himself  the  best  items,  and  sending  junk  to  Paris, 

Suddenly  apprised  of  a surprise  visit  from  Gardilanne, 
Delegre  gets  his  old  servant  Marguerite  to  pretend  deafness  so 
that  Gardilanne  will  not  surprise  from  her  inform.ation  about 
his  collecting  activities,  and  with  her  help  secretes  the  col- 
lection in  his  basement  during  Gardilanne 's  visit.  He  takes 
the  Parisian  to  the  shops  he  has  already  exhausted,  stays  with 
him  from  morning  to  night  to  make  sure  that  he  does  not  make 
independent  investigations,  and  only  toward  the  close  of  the 
visit,  when  Gardilanne ^s  suspicions  have  been  aroused,  does 
he  one  day  inspect  new  territory.  Gardilanne ’s  collector's 
instinct  leads  him  to  find  a faience  violin,  an  instrument 
hitherto  only  rumored  to  exist,  in  a cupboard .purchased  as  a 
blind  for  the  sake  of  the  faience. 

Gardilanne 's  triumph  in  spite  of  his  precautions  makes 
Delegre  ill  and  he  has  nightmares  of  the  violin.  T-ltimately, 
he  discloses  his  true  feelings  in  a letter,  which  Gardilanne 
uses  to  enhance  his  collector's  triumph;  but  then  relents  and 
promises  to  leave  Delegre  the  violin  in  his  will.  Newspaper 
publicity  of  Gardilanne  leaving  his  collection  to  a .'^useum 
prompts  Delegre  to  inquire  concerning  whether  this  will  .mean 
the  loss  to  him  of  the  violin,  but  Gardilanne  is  found  dead; 
the  will  is  valid  and  the  violin  is  left  to  Delegre,  and  he  is 
at  last  happy  with  this  central  piece  for  his  collection.  He 
takes  it  home  and  prepares  the  place  of  honor  for  it,  but  is 
stricken  with  a whim  to  play  it;  he  tries,  and  the  tension  on 
the  bridge  of  the  instrument  causes  it  to  bre-Gc  into  twenty 
pieces.  Delegre  goes  temporarily  insane,  smashing  his  collec- 
tion and  requiring  hospital  attention.  Regaining  his  health, 
he  realizes  the  madness  of  his  collectors’  passion,  marries, 
and  finds  joy  in  quiet  fam.lly  life. 

An  excellent  short  novel,  with  a lesson  for  cod  l-.^c  hrrs . 


- - - ..■y-:  : 


Chance,  John  Newton 


The  Night  of  the  Full  Moon;  London,  Macdonald  & Co.  (Publishers) 
LTD  (1950)  224p. 

At  the  close  of  the  publisher’s  blurb  on  the  dust  jacket  of  this 
novel  this  appears:  ’’the  publishers  have  no  hesitation  in  recommen- 

ding it  as  one  of  his  best  books”.  If  this  is  his  best,  may  fortune 
protect  me  against  encountering  his  worst. 

An  American  is  forced  to  land  his  plane  near  a farmhouse  in 
England,  which  is  soon  surrounded  by  pursuers  who  claim  he  has  robbed 
them  of  papers  relating  to  an  invention.  They  await  his  emergence 
because  they  know  he  is  armed  and  do  not  want  bloodshed.  Knowing 
that  he  is  inconveniencing  the  residents,  he  finally  emerges  and  is 
accidentally  killed.  There  is  no  resolution  of  the  plot  and  the 
entire  novel  is  "much  ado  about  nothing". 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  14,  1999 
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Chandler,  A.  Bertram 

Glory  Planet;  New  York,  Avalon  Books  ( 1964 , Author)  190p. 

Following  colonization  of  Venus,  communication  with  Farth 
was  cut  off,  and  the  colony  felt  that  mankind  on  Earth  had  been 
destroyed  in  a nuclear  war.  This  led  to  banning  scientific  re- 
search and  use  of  high  technology,  and  the  arising  of  a priest- 
craft, although  of  necessity  technology  was  halted  at  the  age 
of  steam,| 

The  Duke  of  Albany  fostered  science  against  the  influence 
of  the  Bishop,  and  this  led  to  confrontations  along  the  great 
river,  Clement  Whitley,  mate  of  the  Richmond  Queen,  followed 
his  Captain’s  orders  in  maintaining  diplomatic  relations  with 
Ade.lie  Dale  and  her  gospel  singers  on  their  craft  in  tow,  but 
.fell  in  love  with  an  officer  of  one  of  two  space  ships  from 
Earth  in  control  of  women  who  had  replaced  men  in  command  of 
Earth’ s r esources.  When  the  colonists  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  mastery  of  women,  their  settlements  were  burned  by  exhausts 
of  the  space  ships.  Whitley  and  his  friends  sacrificed  them- 
selves to  disable  the  space  ships,  although  Whitley  and  his 
girl  survived, 

'This  is  sociological  science  fiction,  and  well  written, 
but  of  no  startling  import. 


•1 


Chandler,  Lester  V. 

An  Introduction  to  I'.onetary  Theory;  New  York/l-oadon , 
Harper  d.  Brothers  publishers  (1940,  publishers);  Biblio- 
graphy; Index  216p. 

Although  this  is  intended  as  an  elementary  text,  I did 
not  find  it  easy  to  understand, 

I'.onsy  intended  as  a servant  of  the  society  has  become 
in  many  instances  a cruel  master,  uncontrollable-.  Ky  own 
view  is  that  it  ?/as  wrong  to  ^rive  a commodity  value  to  gold 
and  silver  in  relation  to  backing  currency,  and  that  money 
should  be  only  a symbol  of  wealth,  and  not  regarded  as 
wealth  in  its  own  right.  Control  of  the  currency  is  essen- 
tial, and  it  should  not  be  debased;  once  having  established 
the  gold  standard  as  a backing  for  currency,  it  should  have 
-been  maintained. 

I must  do  more  reading  on  the  subject  before  finding 
this  book  of  much  use. 
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Chandler,  Raymond 


The  Big  Sleep;  New  York,  The  Avon  Book  Company  (1929, 
1942)  ; Murder  Mystery  Monthly  #7  170p. 

This  is  probably  a olassic  of-  the  hard-boiled  type  of 
private  eye  novel,  with  Philip  Marlowe  breaking  a blackmail- 
ing racket,  traeing^  the  disappearance  of  a v/oman^s  husband 
to  his  murder  by  the  woman^s  sister,  a nymphomaniac,  epilep- 
tic young  girl  of  subnormal  intelligence . . Fast-paced,  with 
action  and  dialogue  paramount  as  in  Dashiell  Hammett’s  work, 
it  is  a worthy  successor,  but  with  similar  limitations. 
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C ha  n d le  r , Ha  y mond 

Farewell,  l'!y  Lovely;  Cleveland  and  Few  York, 
Publishing  Company  (Tower  Books  Edition,  2nd  ptg, 
1945  (1940  Chandler),  (Knopf) 

This  is  excellent  regulation  Chandler  about 
who  married  a millionaire  and  tried  by  murder  to 
past  becoming  known.  Hardboiled,  cynical,  yet  Ma 
the  price  of  his  P.I.  business. 


The  World 
March, 

203p. 

a Joy  ^^irl 
avoid  her 
rlowe-  pays 
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Chandler,  ^iaymond 

Finger  Man  and  Other  Stories;  New  York,  Avon  Book  Co., 
(Murder  Mystery  Monthly  #43),  (1946)  122p. 

Contents 

, Finger  Man 
. The, Bronze  Door 
. Smark-Aleck  Kill 
. The  Simple  Art  of  Murder 

#2  is  the  only  fantasy  I have  read  by  Chandler,  and  it 
is  somewhat  tongue-in-cheek  but  very  good.  The  two  stories 
are  regular  Chandler  diet,  and  the  article  is  much-reprinted. 
This  book  should  be  kept  primarily  for  tl^e  fantasy. 

#2  is  reprinted  in  Hitchcock  Supernatural  Tales  of 
Terror  and  Suspense,  so  there  is  no  necessity  to  retain  this 
book  for  the  two  other  stories. 
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Chandler , Ha ymond 


The  High  '^Vlndow;  Hew  York,  Pocket  Books,  Inc.  (October, 
1945;  Srd  ptg,  Dec.  1955);  (Knopf,  nugust,  1942)  185p. 

This  expert  Philip  llarlowe  mystery  follows  the  pattern 
set  by  Chandler:  a private  eye  doing  his  Job  until  he  solve 
the  problem.  It  is  interesting  entertainment , but  does  not 
convey  anything  of  parnanent  importance  excepting  as  a model 
of  its  kind. 

Cleveland  and  New  York,  Tower  Books  Edition,  (Second 
Printing,  luly,  1946;  (August,  1945)  240p. 


Chandler,  Raymond 

Killer  in  the  Rain;  with  an  introduction  bj^'i^iiilip 
Durham;  Penguin 'Hooks  (1971),  (Hamish  Hamilton,  1964)  429p. 

/f2445  in  Penguins,  this  reprints  from  pulp  magazines  S 
stories- ’Which  Chandler  had  cannibalized  into  novels  ana  had 
not  used  for  'collections  of  his  short  stories.  T read  all  . 
but  the  last  three  from  this  volume,  and  have  _nct  read  these 
three  because  they  form  much  of  the  ba  .is  for  the  novel  The 
Lady  in  the  Lake,  which  I had  ^'^us  t finished  reading  a few 
days  before  starting  this  volume . 

This  book  completes  all  the  shorter  stories,  and  is  of 
interest  mainly  to  completist  collectors  and  to  students  of 
Chandler's  literary  methods.  I foi.nd  the  stories  inter'-'-s ting 
despite  having  real  parts  of  them  incorporated  in  the  no^'els. 

I have  probably  now  read  all  of  Chandler's  works.  As 
the  manner-,  rather  than  the  matter,  is  of  importance,  I may’ 
re-read  almost  anything  of  Chandler's  ’with  pleasure,  but  I 
have  made  no  choice  of  favorite  items, 
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ha  n cl  1 e r , Ra  y mon  d 

-The  Lady  in  the  Lake;  Nev;  York,  Pocket  Books,  Inc. 
(#389),  (Fourth  Printing,  March,  1947)  236p. 

Another  expert  hardboiled  private  eye  story,  told  in 
the  first  person  by  Philip  Marlowe.  I guessed  at  the  iden- 
tity of  the  drowned  girl  correctly,  but  had  no  suspicion  of 
the  rest  of  the  plot,  which  was  interesting  and  absorbfung. 

There  is  no  question  'that  Chandler’s  books  are  valuable 
collectors  items;  he  is  even  more  expert  than  Fammett  at  the 
writing  ahd  plotting.  Any  of  -the  novels  I have  read  is  worth 
re-reading,  so  there  is  no  point  in  outlining  the  stories. 

I read  this  shortly,  after.  The  Long  Foodbye  . and-  it  is 
difficult  to  decide  which  is  the  better  story.  There  is  a 
sameness  of  character,  incident,  and  plot,  but  the  real  in- 
terest in  all  the  novels  is  their  impact  as  a whole. 


Chandler,  Raymond 


The- Little  Sister;  Montreal,  "^oeke  t Books  of  Canada, 

Ltd.  (#750),  (1949,  Author)  ^ 25Sp. 

New  York,  Pocket  Books,  Tne.  (#2750),  ( 2rd  ptg. , Janu- 
ary, 195?)  .199p, 

A self-righteous  brother  gone  wrong  and  a mercenary  sis- 
ter blackmail  their  older  sister  vvbo  has  become  a Hollywood 
star.  The  younger  sister  retains  Marlowe  ostensibly  to  lo.- 
cate  her  brother,  who  is  later  murdered  in  a shady  doctor’s 
premises.  T'.arlowe  defends  the  older  sister  ani  lets  the  girl 
return  home  with  SlOOO  she  has  earned  by  betraying  her  bro- 
ther. * . 

This  is  the  usual  complicated  Marlowe  mystery;  seldom  is 
there  anything  new  ixn  the  background  or  incltients,  but  the 
narration  in  the  first  person  is  as  interesting  as  ernsr. 


C ha  nd  le  r , Ra  y mon  d 


The  Long  Goodbye;  Boston,  Houghton  Mifflin  Company 
(1954),  (1953,  Chandler)  - ' 256p. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  Chandlers  T have  read,  but  is 
also  one  of  the  most  eynical  but  apparently  true  portrayals 
of  American  corruption  the  decay  which  wealth  entails. 

Marlowe  befriends  a Commando  drunk  who  later  ostensibly 
commits  suicide  -in  Mexico,  sending  him  a |500C.  bill  in  ap- 
preciation of  his  unselfish  friendship.  Chandler  portrays 
most  'Of  the  women  characters  as  promiscuous  and  deadly,  the 
men  shallow  and  corrupt  but  intelligent  and  successful  .in 
their  particular  fields.. 

The.  story  is  the,  usual  involved  and  intricate  mystery, 
very  cleverly  v\/crked  out;  the  incidents'  and  characters  are 
interesting,  and  the  dialogue  witty  and  entertaining. 

This  book  is  worth  permanent  reference. 

‘Montreal,  Rocket  Books  of  Canada,  Ltd.  (Cardinal  -C-215) 
(February,  1956)  332p. 


Chandler,  Haymond 

Playback;  Boston,  rioughton  Mifflin  CoiTioany  (1958, 
Chandler)  190p. 

TTew  York,  Pocket  Books,  Inc.  (Cardinal  jfC-575)  , (Janu- 
ary, 1960)  . 201p. 

■A  girl  who  believed  herself- pursued  for  the  death  of_he 
husband  gees  to  Calif ornia and  Marlowe  is  hired  by  a ^irm  o 
•lawyers  to  shadow  her  and  repert^when  she  settles  in  a derrd- 
cile.  He  discovers  that  she  is  being  blackiriailed  as  v.-ell  as 
shadowed  by  others,  is  endangered ,•  then  involved  when  the 
blackmailer  disappears  after  the  girl  tells  ^^arlowe  that  his 
dead  body  is  on  a balcony  outside  her  apartment. 

Involved  as  usual  with  the  police  as  well  as  conflicting 
interests,  Marlowe  finally  solves  the  mystery  of  the  ^irl  and 
at  the  close  of  the  book  Is  re -uni  ted  with  the  one  love  of 
his  life  Linda  Loring. 


Chandler,  RayriOnd 


' Pick-Up  on  Noon  Itreet;  Montreal,  Pocket  Books  ci  Can- 
ada, Ltd.  (#846),  (3rd  ptg.  , 3uly , 1952)  ; Four  Stories  froir; 
The  SiiTinle  Art  of  Murder  196p, 

- Son ten ts 

1.  Pick-Up  on  Noon  Street  3 

2.  Smart-Aleck  Kill  49 

3,.  Guns  at  Cyrano’s  PS 

4.  Nevada  Gas  149 


Ne'/^  York,  Pocket  Books 

1965 


Inc-  (#50178);  7th  ptg.,  October, 

196p. 


I read  only  the  first  story  fr-era  this  volume.  The  others 
I had  read  from  the  following:  ’ 

(2)  Finger  Man  and  Other  Stories 

(3)  Red  Vvind 

(4)  Spanish  Blood 

A girl  in  danger  of  being  forced  into  pros ti tution  is 
rescued  by  an  undercover  policeman.  The  iocidei^ts  In  this 
story  are  ingredients  of  sovoral  otl.ers  I have  road,  and  we^’e 
probably  adopted  from  Chandler, 
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Chandler,  Raymond 

Raymond  Chandler’s  Mystery  Omnibus;  Cleveland  and  New 
York,  The  Y/orld  Publishing  Company  (Forum  Books  Pdition,  1st 
Ptg,,  June,  1944  (1939,1940,  Chandler)  165  plus  • 203p, 

Contents 


1.  The  Big  Sleep 

2,  Farewell,  My  Lovely 


I have  the  first  book  in  the  Murder  Mystery  iTonthly 
Avon  edition,  and  the  second  in  hardcover  as  a separate  book 
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Chandler,  Raymond 


Red  Wind: 
New  York,  World 


A Collection  of  Short  Stories;  Cleveland  and 
Publishing  Comnany,  Tower  Books,  March,  1946 

253p. 


Contents 


Red  Wind 

11 

Blackmailers  Don’t  Shoot 

69 

I’ll  Be  Waiting 

125 

Goldfish 

147 

Guns  at  Cyrano’s 

197 

These  are  hardboiled  mystery  and  adventure  stories,  the 
first  of  Chandler’s  I’ve  read.  Patterned  after  Dashiell  Ham- 
mett’s style,  these  may  be  even  better  plotted,  and  the  first 
story  particularly  indicates  the  possibility  that  Chandler, 
like  Hammett,  ai.ms  above  the  level  of  the  sordid  life  he  de- 
picts. The  same  remark  might  apply  to  #3,  originally  pub- 
lished in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  and  to  the  last  story, 
with  its  '’I’m  no  better  than  you'’  conclusion. 

As  examples  of  the  swift-paced  modern  style  of  writing, 
these  stories  are  Important,  and  could  be  compared  with  those 
of  Luke  Short  in  the  Western  field.  Told  quite  ob ,-je c tively , 
they  are  still  limited  in  the  scope  of  their  appeal,  and  too 
obviously  artificial  to  bear  any  resemblance^  to  actual  life. 

A book  worth  keeping,  but  except  as  pastime  of  little 
permanent  value. 

#3  is  reprinted  in  The  Simple  Art  of  Murder. 
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Chandler,  Raymond 


The  Simple  Art  of  Murder;  New  York,  Pocket  Books,  Inc. 
(3rd  ptg,  Dec.  1964)  (#50086)  194p. 


Con  tents 

Introduction  vii 

1.  Pearls  Are  a Nuisance  1 

2.  Spanish  Blood  ' 51 

3.  The  King  in  Yellow  99 

4.  I’ll  Be  Waiting  155 

5.  The  Simple "Art  of  Murder  ^ 175A 


The  Introduction  and  #5  I read  from  this  book,  the 
tories  having  been  (4)  in  Red  Wind,  and  the  first  three  in 
panish  Blood.  This  book  is  worth  keeping  for  the  two  items 
not  in  the  other  books. 
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Chandler,  Raymond 

Spanish  Blood:  A Collection  of  Short  Stories;  Cleveland 
and  New  York,  The  World  Publishing  Company ,( July , 1946)  221p. 

Contents 


Spanish  Blood 

9 

The  King  in  Yellow 

48 

Pearls  Are  a Nuisance 

93 

Nevada  Gas 

133 

Trouble  Is  My  Business 

174 

These  are  all  hard-boiled  crime  stories,  (5)  featuring 
John  Dalmas  who  appeared  in  a story  in  another  collection, 

#3  is  told  more  humorously  than  the  others,  and  all  are 
very  well . done ,,  but  require  close  concentration  by  the  reader. 
The  appeal  is, limited;  the  characters  are  all  self-seeking  or 
make  their  living  off  the  wealthy,  but  of  their  type  of  story, 
these  are  excellent  examples. 

The  first  three  of  these  stories  are  reprin^;ed  in  The 
Simple  Art  of  Murder.  > 


Chandler,  Raymond 

Trouble  Is  My  Business:  Four  Stories  from  The  Simple 
Art  of  Murder;  New  York,  Pocket  Books,  Inc,  ( #2823)  208p. 


Contents 


1,  Trouble  Is  My  Business 

2.  Finger  Man 

3,  Goldfish 

4.  Red  Wind 


1 


58 

112 

156 


#3  and  #4  were  printed  in  the  hardcover  Red  Wind, 

#1  was  printed  in  the  hardcover  Spanish  Blood. 

#2  I read  in  the  lUM  #43  under  its  title. 

Strangely  enough,  none  of  these  stories  is  printed  in 
the  pocket  book  edition  of  the  hardcover,  which  was  published 
under  the  same  title. 
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Chapman,  A.  H,,  M.D, 

Gromchik  and  Other  Tales  from  a Psychiatrist's  Casebook 
New  York,  G,  P.  Putnam^s  Sons  (1975,  Author)  288p. 

Although  told  at  too  great  length  and  with  unwarranted 
detail,  these  five  cases  are  all  interesting.  The  second 
provides  an  apparently  good  case  of  telepathic  awareness  of 
the  death  of  her  husband  by  a cheating  wife,  but  alternative 
explanations  are  possible. 

The  first  is  a suicidal  college  student;  the  second  the 
breakdown  of  the  wife  following  the  telepathic  inforrrBtion; 
the  third  Incest  leading  towards  breakdown;  the  fourth  two 
members  of  the  same  family  approaching  mental  breakdown  from 
paranoic  fears;  and  the  fifth  a breakdown  due  to  financial 
speculation  and  impending  ruin. 

The  methods' and  procedure  of  a psychiatrist  are  detailed 
in  these  case  histories,  and  may  possibly  help  people  to  un- 
derstand his  function.  Chapman  is  not  a Freudian. 


Chappell,  Connery 


The  Arrival  of  Master  Jinks:  A Nightnare ; London,  The 
Falcon  Press  (1949)  220p, 

George  Sraith,  a doctor  devoted  to  research,  discovers 
a formnla  which  accele;rates  the  period  of  gestation  from 
nine  months  to  one.  His  fiancee,  Fvangeline  Tillit,  is  a 
prude  whose  sensibilities  are  shocked  by  the  nature  of  his 
discovery,  and  she  cancels  the  engagement.  Her  father,  3ir 
Ernest,  is  an  industrial  magnate  who  tries  to  buy  the  formula 
for  commercial  exploitation,  but  Smith  wishes  the  discovery 
to  be  a free  boon  to  mankind. 

Angela  Jinks  is  selected  as  the  first  test  mother,  and 
not  until  after  the  baby  boy  is  born  is  it  learned  that  she 
was  unmarried.  Dr.  Holderness,  chief  of  staff  of  the  Royal 
Appendix  Hospital,  backs  the  discovery  from,  a scientific 
point  of  view,  has  it  publicized  by  Frank  Frintington,  the 
Hospital^ s Public  Relations  man,  and  Muriel  Hinton,  a news- 
paperwoman. 

Much  to  the  consternation  of  all  concerned,  the  British 
public  calls  Smith  a ’^meddler’’  and  refuses  to  make  use  of 
his  discovery.  Angela  Jinks,  at  first  flattered  and  dazzled 
by  the  publicity  and  money  attending  her  part  of  the  discovery, 
finds  that  she  doesn^  t really  like  it,  and  disappears  v/ith  her 
child.  Smith  discovers  that  the  formula  is  niosing,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  Russians  have  stolen  it  with  a viev/  to  in- 
creasing their  population  to  assist  in  world  conquest. 

Bedding  at  first  with  Muriel  Hinton,  Smith  finally  finds 
himself  in  love  with  Angela  Jinks  who  comes  to  him  for  assis- 
tance;, a Scotland  Yard  man  investigating  the  disappearance  of 
the  formula  has  an  af:f"air  with  the  "Hospital  Matron;  Sir  Ernest 
with  the  assistance  of  his  confidential  man  Evans,  finds  that 
the  formula  had  been  inadvertently  placed  in  the  Jinks  papers 
when  she  left  hospital,  and  recoups  his  failing  fortunes  by 
preparing  to  manufacture  the  drug,  which  he  knows  will  be  a 
commercial  success  even  though' the  public  would  not  accept  it 
as  a gift. 

Starting  out  as  a human  interest  story  of  a scientific 
discovery,  this  novel  deteriorates  into  a satire  on  the  socio- 
logical effects,  and  fizzles  out  in  a sneer  at  commercialized 
civilisation.  It  is  average  of  its  kind. 


Chappell,  George  S 


Through  the  Alimentary  Canal  with  Gun  and  Camera:  A Fascin- 
ating Trip  to  the  Interior;  with  an  Introduction  by  Robert  Bench- 
ley;  Fully  Illustrated  by  0.  Soglov/;  New  York,  Frederick  A.  Stokes 
Company,  (1930),  (Fifth  Printing,  December  20,  1930)  231p. 

This  book  is  listed  by  Bleiler,  but  there  is  no  story  to  make 
it  classifiable  as  science  fiction  and  it  is  more  properly  humor. 

It  is  a burlesque  of  a journey  through  a limited  part  of  the 
human  body,  with  much  punning  on  the  scientific  names  of  the  organs 
and  of  the  names  and  authors  of  alleged  reference  books  supporting 
the  author*s  narrative.  I do  not  know  enough  about  physiology  to 
appraise  the  accuracy  of  the  descriptions,  so  the  book  conveyed  no 
important  information  to  me. 

Ned  Brooks  and  Dale  Speirs  corresponded  about  this  book,  and 
my  curiosity  v/as  aroused  enough  to  read  it,  but  it  was  likely  a waste 
of  my  time. 
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Chartham,  Robert 


The  Sensuous  Couple;  London  and  ITew  York,  Ballantine 
Books  (#02517  - '|l,25j  ( 1971 , Penthouse  International  Ltd) 
(7th  ptg.,  April,  197,2)  189p. 

This  is  one  of  the  very  few  sex  instruction  books  which 
narrates  autobiographical  experiences  of  the  author,  and  is 
quite  frank  in  advocating  complete  sexual  freedom,  but  warns 
that  the  best  course  is  monogamy  when  the  couple  will  find 
that  their  own  sensuous -program  is  adequate'  to  fill  every 
need.  Although  written  in  a popular  vein,  it  is  .modern  and 
sensible . 
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Chase,  Ja_nes  Hadley 

Miss  Shumway  Waves  a Wand;  London/New  York/? 'el bourne  , 
Jarrolds  Publishers  (London)  Limited  (no  date) (1949)  159p. 

London,  Panther  Books  Ltd  (#1116),  (September,  1960, 

July,  1961,  May,  1963,  January,  1965)  224p. 

London,  Corgi  Books  (#10381),  (1977)  . 221p. 

Ross  Millan,  a newspaper  reporter  in  Mexico,  is  asked 
to  inves tiga te . the  kidnapping  of  a magician’s  daughter  Myra. 

He  finds  that  she  has  stolen  money  from  two  men  who-  later 
agree  to  ^oin  him  in  his  efforts  to  fake  a kidnapping  and 
collect  the  $25,000  reward  offered  by  his  newspaper.  Myra  is 
adept  at  picking  pocket's  and  producing  magical  effects,  and 
when  she  learns  of  a native  medicine  man  with  psychic  powers 
he  casts  her  into  a hypnotic  trance  in  v^hich  she  stays  after 
he  dies,  until  rescued  by  Ross.. 

Coming  out  of  the  trance,  Myra  has  powers  of  levitation, 
dual  personalities,  mass  suggestion,  and  others  which  mive  her 
bi-location,  her  alter-ego  being  Arym,  evil.  Leaving  Myra  she 
^ioins  her  father  in  collecting  the  newspaper  reward;  Ross  is 
fired  because  the  newspaper  has  been  defrauded  and  his  own 
scheme  exposed. 

The  two  men,  Ross  and  Myra  go  to  New  York  and  are  involved 
with  a gang  led  by  a pdlitician  seeking  election,  whose  secre- 
tary aids  him  in  kidnapping  Myra.  Arym  and  Myra'  confuse  Ross 
and  his  friends,  and  not  until  Myra  is  dying  does  Arym  ^^oin  h^r 
and  thus  give  her  strength  to  survive  as  the  original  personal- 
ity. 


Chase  endeavors  to  ;1oin  hard  boiled  crime  with  Thorne  Smith 
farcical  humor,  including  a talking  dog  who  has  eaten  a Mexican 
bandit  in  the  form  of  a sausage,  and  while  the  book  is  entertainin 
I do  not  consider  the  amalgamation  a success.  Popularly,  however, 
in  view  of  the  printings  noted  above,  it  was  accepted. 
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Cliasa^  rTamea  Hadley, 

Yau^re  Lonely  ’J71iea  You re  Dead;  i'ocket  Books  {#B  -iS) ; 
(1951)  ; ( Lobar  t Hale  Lijsited)'  ^ 250p* 

Told  ia  the  first  person  by  Ylc  I'alloyj  bead  of  rnirar- 
sal  Services  catering  to  millionaires  who  reqtaire  private  in- 
vestigations 9 this  is  a hard-boiled  mystery  .with  locale  in 
San  Bran cisco  and  Orchid  City.  'SeTeral  mnrders  inclwling 
that  of  a woman  operative  keep  Ylc  liopplxig;  his  millionaire 
employer  had  accidentally  while  dmnk  killed  his  wife  and  . 
made  his  daughter  an  invalid ^ had  re -married  a stripper  who 
was  beautlAil  but  immoral,  and  wanted  an  explanation  of  why 
evidence  of  kleptomania  pointed  to  his  new  wife. 

Yic  is  suspicious  that  the  evidence  was  arranged  by  the 
daughter  who  was  guarded  by  a blonde  ex-fighter,  but  before 
he  can  wind  up  the  case  several  other  people  a_re  murdered, 
he  discovers  that  the  stripper  had  married  bigamously  and 
that  her  husband  was  a crack  shot  who  used  her  in  a stage 
act,  that  a girl  who  entered  the  situation  under  suspicious 
circumstances  had  also  been  in  the  act;  another  of  his  oper- 
atives is  killed,  and  he  learns  that  the  mysterious  beauty 
was  the  killer. 

This  is  about  the  calibre  of  Bill  Nolan’s  follow-up  of 
Raymond  Chandler.  Violence  and  sex  are  the  ingredients  for 
the  novel,  and  there  are  few  characters  who  deserved  to  live 
longer  than  they  did. 

This  is  sensational  fiction,  and  has  no  value  beyond 
pa  s time . . 

New  York,  Duell,  Bloan  and  Pearce  (1950,  Ghaqe)  245p. 
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Chase,  Stuart 


The  Proper  Study  of  Mankind. .. Revised  Edition;  New  York 
Harper  Brothers  Publishers  (1948,  1956,  Chase);  Bibliopraphy 
Index  327p. 

This  is  a survey  of  the  social  sciences  embodying  only  a 
third  of  the  text  of  the  first  edition,  a copy  of  which  I have 
but  could  not  locate  at  time  of  reading  this  edition.  Chase 
expresses  regret  that  some  of  his  earlier  books  forecast  and 
expounded  conditions  without  taking  the  social  sciences  into 
consideration  to  the  extent  which  he  now  recommends. 

The  index  is  valuable  in  referring  to  various  sciences 
and  personalities,  and  Chase  makes  only  three  references  to 
Veblen. 

My  impression  is  that  Chase  had  come  to  believe  that  no 
single  science  like  economics  could  solve  the  problems  of 
mankind,  and  that  the  fundamental  difficulty  lay  in  man^s  im- 
perfect nature,  which  must  be  studied  and  im.proved  if  any  syste 
is  to  become  useful  in  enabling  him  to  achieve  world  goals  and 
mastery. 
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Chay ter , H . J , 


The  light  of  the  Eye: 
(no  date);  Second  Edition 


A Novel;  London,  Digby,  Long  & Co. 


216p. 


The  author  appears  to  have  been  unable  to  make  up  his  mind 
what  kind  of  novel  he  wished  to  write.  He  starts  out  by  having  a 
mention  of  theosophy  and  an  old  occultist  steeped  in  East  Indian 
lore  who  is  found  murdered  and  placed  in  a piano  used  by  a couple 
of  undergraduates  who  are  trying  to  make  a living  by  playing  it  in 
the  street  and  are  invited  to  a minister’s  dwelling  to  play  it, 
where  one  falls  in  love  with  the  clergyman’s  daughter  who  feels  it 
her  duty  to  marry  the  wealthy  other  because  her  family  needs  the 
security.  A detective  is  hired  to  investigate  the  occultist’s 
murder  and  he  trains  one  undergraduate  as  his  assistant;  however, 
a multitude  of  deaths  are  finally  traced  to  the  work  of  a vampire 
who  is  captured  and  confined  in  a cell  to  die.  The  romance  turns 
out  SATISFACTORILY  when  true  loves  triumphs  over  money;  the  murder 
is  attributed  to  the  East  Indian  servants  of  the  clergyman  who 
are  attempting  to  obtain  a cigar-shaped  jewel  which  grants  its  car- 
rier safety . 

It  is  difficult  to  think  of  any  hackneyed  element  not  used  by 
the  author  in  writing  this  story.  The  fantastic  elements  place 
it  in  the  fantasy  field,  but  it  is  a waste  of  time  to  read  it. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  4,  1999 
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Ghesnutt,  Gharle's  V/. 


The  Conjure  .Toman;  New  Introduction  by  Robert  Farns- 
worth; -inn  ->rbor  Paperbacks  (iw  156)  ; The  University  of 
"'".ichigan  Press  (1969)  (Originally,  1899)  229p, 

Introduction 

1.  The  Goophered  Grapevine 

2.  Po’  Sandy 

3 • lla  r s tie  eras  ^ s N igh  tma  re 

4,  The  Conjurer^ s Revenge 

5,  Sis’  Becky  Pickaninny 

6,  The  Gray  'Volf’s  Ila’nt 

7,  Hot-Foot  Hannibal 

Hach  of  the  chapters  of  this  book  constitutes  a story 
within  the  framework  of  the  novel,  and  each  qualifies  as  a 
fantasy,  though  the  author  is  careful  to  cast  doubt  on  the 
veracity  of  the  narrator  Uncle  lulius.  In  some  stories  the 
conjurer  is  a woman,  in  o-t:her3  a m_an. 

(1)  a slave’s  life  force  is  tied  by.  sympa the  tic  magic 
to  that  of  the  vines,  so  that  he  vro7/s  a head,  of  hair  in  the 
summer,  which  falls  out  in  the  winter.  His  master  sells  him 
at  his  prime,  and  buys  him  back  at  his  nadir.  (2)  Bandy’s 
wife  Tenie  turns  him  into  a tree  so  that  he  won’t  be  sold 
away  from  his  home,  but  during  her  absence  the  tree  is  cut 
down  and  made  into  lumber,  and  Tenie  sorrows  while  the  buil- 
ding groans.  (3)  slave-driver  dreams  that  he  is  a slave 
persecuted  by  his  own  overseer,  dismisses  the  overseer  and 
is  ever  afterward  kind  to  his  slaves.  (4)  a conjurer  turns 
a negro  into  a mule  for  having  killed  his  son  accidentally, 
but  on  his  deathbed  repents  and  changes  him  back.  (5)  r^unt 
Bally  uses  birds  and  wasps  to  reverse  a trade  of  a black 
woman  for  a race  horse.  (6)  a black  girl  and  her  lover  are 
changed  into  a black  cat  and  a wolf,  respectively,  but  each 
dies  tragically,  the  story  Influencing  a white  ^rirl  and  her 
lover  to  become  reconciled.  (7)  a hex  is  put  on  a brash 
negro,  so  that  he  is  bothered  enough  to  become  incapable  of 
doing  his  work  properly  and  is  fired.  To  get  revenue,  he 
impersonates  the  girl,  who  thinks  her  lover  is  unfaithful. 

^ Though  excellently  done,  the  dialect  in  which  these 
stories  is  told  makes  it  somev;hat  a difficu-lt  book  to  read. 
It  is  well  worth  taking  time  to  study,  however,  as  the 
literary  quality  is  very  high. 

Note:  These  tales  were  retold  by  Ray  Anthony  Shepard  and  pub 

lished  in  1973  under  the  title  Conjure  Tales. 
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Chesser,  Eustace 

Unquiet  Kinds:  Leases  from  a ?sycholo^5:is t' s Caseboo4c; 
London,  etc,,  Rich  and  Cowan  (1952)  _ 22.2p, 

■In  his  introduction  on  page  7,  the  author  states  his 
philosonhic  position  quite  clearly:  , can  surely  no  .longer 
delude  ourselves  into  believing  that  we  really  possess  free- 
dom of  choice  and  action.'^  He  believes  that  we  are  puppets 
controlled  by  strings  of  heredity  and  environment,  and  that 
when  the  strings  become  tangled  our  mental  troubles  can  lead 
to  illness  and  breakdown. 

In  eight  case-histories  he  tells  (l)  of  a soldier  who 
has  to  choose  between  obeying  his  parents  and  deLayina*  his 
marriage,  or  following  his  girl  Us  and  his  cmn  wishes  to  marry 
and  live  independently ; (2)  a smart  lew  who  ^^ains  riches  but 
loses  touch  with  human  values;  (2)  a slum  child,  unwanted, 
whose  mother  is  abandoned  by  his  worthless  father,  and  who  is 
driven  to  asocial  acts  by  his  .mother’s  hostility  and  inability 
to  rise  above  her  environment;  (4)  a .prostitute  v/hose  confused 
desire  for  riches  leads  her  a^/ay  from  the  quiet  life  of  her 
loved  parents,  and  who  cannot  in  late  life  believe  that  a man 
truly  loves  her  for  herself  in  spite  of  her  cast;  (5)  a sol- 
dier’s wife  who,  being  Unsure  of  her  lo^-e  -^or  her  husband,  is 
enticed  into  an  ex tra.ma ri tal  affair  v/hile  he  is  a t war,  has  a 
child,  is  abandoned  by  her  lover,  is  forgiven  by  her  husband 
who  has  the  child  taken  away  and  attempts  suicide  because  she 
feels  that  the  child  is  the  proof  of  the  reality  of  her  love 
for  the  faithless  lover;  (6)  a young  courle  who  marry  solely 
because  of  physical  attraction  and  whose  interests  diver.ce 
after  marriage,  who  are  so  ignorant  of  sex  that  they  will  not 
make  adequate  medical  inquiry  when  their  union  is  c'^.ildless, 
and  when  the  pressures  of  lack  of  warti-'^e  housing  mount,  seek 
the  solution  of  their  difficulties ' in  divorce.  The  author 
suggests  that  only  adequate  education  and  rrepa  ration  for 
marriage  might  have  saved  the  situation.  (7)  a successful 
clergyman  who  because  of  lack  of  ability  to  concentrate  and 
fits  of  depression  seeks  help  fro.m  a psychologist  w>^o  tells 
him  that  he  has  drifted  into  his  profession  without  any  real 
conviction  of  its  worth,  and  follows  it  for  mo^^ldly  advan- 
tages. A re-alignment  o^  his  thinkinf?  enables  him  to  becom.e 
more  human  and  helpful,  rather  than  acting  from  above  the 
level  of  his  constituents.,  or  rather,  parishioners;  (8)  a 
girl  whose  parents  are  deadly  enemies,  who  fimht  den'Onica  lly , 
ignore  and  frighten  their  two  children,  and  whose  mother  makes 
the  girl  the  ob,^ect  of  blame  for  the  necessity  of  her  m.arT^ying 
Curiously,  in  spite  of  this  horrible  exariple  of  ma^r*ied  life, 
she  is  able  finally  to  accept  a man  who  truly  loves  her,  and 
adjusts  to  a haupy  marriage. 

This  is  a straightforward  book,  told  in  clear  English 
and  without  psychoanaly tic  jargon,  and  no  attempt  to  explain 
the  psychologica  1 . trea tment  is  made.  The  sole  object  o-^  the 
book  is  to  tell  life-stories  in  a way  w^ich  demonstrates  the 
difficulties  v/hich  heredity  and  environment  hold  for  ordinary 
mortals,  and  'arn  people  in  difficulties  to  seek  competent 
advice. 
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Chesterton,  G.  K. 


Autobiography;  Illustrated;  London,  Hutchinson  & Go. 
(Publishers)  Ltd.,  1956;  Grey  Arrow  (#G20)  1959;  Index  520p. 

Ha  inly  concerned  with  intellectual  ideas  and  a few  of 
the  events  like  the  Harconi  scandal,  this  is  a discursive 
review  of  the  life  of  a man  of  letters*  The  style  is  in 
good  English,  but  preoccupied  as  usual  with  paradox. 

I doubt  if  it  is  v^^orth  re-reading,  but  the  index  is  use- 
ful in  guiding  to  his  comments  on  the  people  and  events  of 
his  life. 

Chesterton’s  sympathy  with  the  plight  of  the  poor,  and 
his  adherence  to  the  distributive  philosophy,  his  detestation 
of  political  corruption  and  the  power  of  the  rich,  make  him  a 
voice  for  justice. 
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Chester,  George  Randj!olph,  and  Lillian 

The  Ball  of  Fire;  Illustrated;  Nev\/  York,  Fearst^s  In- 
ternational Library  Co.,  1914  370p. 

This  is  primarily  a society  novel  involving  a rich  ves- 
try of  a church  which  profits  from  slum ■ tenements  and  wishes 
to  build  a -loO, 000,000  cathedral.  A girl  who  deplores  .such 
aims  causes  the  rector  to  modify  his  plans,  wins  him  over, 
surrenders  to  him  after  being  pursued  by  a financier  who  has 
amalgamated  transit  systems,  then  railways,  then  international 
railways  into  a combine  ^ pa  tterned  after  ma  "Serial  previously 
used  in  The  Cash  Intrigue . 

Lillian  Chester  writes  at  loo  great  length  about  trivial 
women ^ s interests,  and  her  part  of  the  writing  is  evident  and 
weakening  to  the  overall  effect  of  the  collaborations.  There 
is  nothing  apart  from  the  church,  and  religious  aspect  of  this 
novel  to  make  It  of ■ importance . 


Chester,  George  Raadoli:h 

• Cordelia  Blossom;  Illustrated  by  Henry  lalelgli;  Hew 
York,  Ilearst’s  International  Library  Co,,  1914  (1912-1914,, 
The  Curtis  Publishing  Company,  1914,  publishers^  334p 

'Toronto,  McClelland,  Goodchild  & Stewart,  1914  284p 

Married  to  an  older  Colonel  .of  ‘ southern  .manners  , the 
title  C'hdx^  cter  maneuvers  herself  into  leadership  of  a 
■women’s  society,  and  her  husband  .into  a mayor’s  chair,  a 
governorship , and  finally  to  the  American  Senate  by  using 
her  vvomanly  cha.rm  and  her  brains  to  defeat  a ward  boss  and 
women  wb.o  try  to  outmaneuver  her.  in  t'v.:  women’s  society^. 

This  is  a light  novel, _ which  rort-T^ays  the  v^ay  social 
and,  political  supremacy  fs  anh’e-'-ed. 


Cheater,  George  Randolph 


B 


The  Cash  Intrigue:  .A  Fantastic  Melodrama  of  Modern  Fi- 
nance; Illus  tra  tions  by  M.  Leone  Bracken;  Indianaryolis , The 
Bobbs-Merrill  Company  ( 1909 , -Publishers)  391p. 

New  York,  A.  L.  Burt  Company  391p, 

By  an  ingenious  scheme,  a self-made  billionaire  • corners 
the  cash  of  the  American  economy  and  thereby  controls  .the 
stock  market,  ultimately  causing  the  elimination  of  the  Stock 
Exchange.  The  scheme  has  been  worked  out  by  a young  man  who 
is  determined  to  avenge  the  ruin  of  his  father, by  a combine 
of  capitalists,  and  who  makes  himself  a million  in  the  pro- 
cess, becomes  president,  then  Emperor,  forgoing  love , ideals, 
and  ultimately  his  own  life  in  the  pursuit  of  power. 

As  usual,  he  is  defeated,  and  the  girl  who  loved  him  is 
won.  by  a man  who  holds  to  his  ideals  and  to  to  finer  aims  of 
the  American  republic.  This  story  -is  unusual  in  showing  the 
protagonist  defeated  by  his  own  ambitions,  but  is  true  to-  the 
facts  which  are  revealed  in  news  stories  about  millionaires 
who  go  bankrupt  simply  because  they  overreach  themselves  in 
their  egoistic  endeavors. 

This  is  a more  serious  fantasy  than  The  lingo,  and  is  of 
more  interest  to  me  because  it  outlines  the  worki^ig  of  finance 
and  politics  and  is  q.uite'  frank  about  the  corruption  of  both 
in  the  ITnited  3tates. 


Cheater,  George  Randolph 

The  Early  Bird:  A Business  T'^an’s  Love  3tory;  New  York, 
A.  L.  Burt  Company;  Illustrated;  (1910,  Bobbs-Yerrill)  281p. 

This  is  a light  romantic  novel  about  an  industrious  and 
intelligent  yoim.g  man  whose  struggle  between  the  demands  of 
-business  and  romantic  involvement  is  ended  when  he  accepts 
the  advice  of  a business  friend  to  involve  his  girl  friend 
in  all  business  decisions.  It  is  interesting  and  amusing, 
but  of  no  permanent  Value. 


Chester,  George  Randolph,  and  Lillian 


The  Enemy;  Illustrated  by  A.  B,  Wenzel;  Toronto,  McClel- 
land, Goodchild  & Stewart,  Ltd.  (1915,  Hearst^s  International 
Library  Co,,  Inc.)  262p. 

A rising  young  architect  rescues  an  old  alcoholic,  and 
learns  that  he'  is  a brilliant  ironworks  architect  presumed 
dead  for  fifteen  years.  His  identity  revealed,  the  man’s 
family,'  bis  wife  and  daughter,  are  found;  the  young  m.an  falls 
in  love  with  the  daughter,  arranc^es  to  supply  them  with  funds 
through  a lawyer,  and'  to  finish  from  notes  left  with  the  wi- 
dow a textbook  which  had  been  planned  when  her  husband  disap- 
peared. 

Loved  by  a girl  he  had  known  and  esteemied  from  childhood, 
the  young  architect  is  encouraged  by  her  to  continue  his  self- 
indulgent  drinking  so  that  the  old  architect’s  daughter  will 
refuse  to  marry  him.  Just  short  of  the  year  in  which  the  old 
architect  had  allowed  himself  for  rehabilitation,  he  falls  off 
the  wagon  at  a diniier  given  in  his  honor,  and  commits  suicide, 
thus  forcing  the  younger  man  to  mo  away  for  five  years  until 
sure  of  his  own  rehabilitation  and  freedom  from  drink,  .After 
this  period  of  probation,  he  is  re -uni ted  with  his  love,  and 
they  marry,  though  prepared  not  to  have  children. 

This  is  a somn’wha  t sentimentalized  nortrayal  of  the  curse 
of  drink,  but  the  main  point,  that  total  abstention  is  the  only 
safe  course,  is- well  miade. 

I consider  this  a good  novel,  and  that  mCst  of  the  writing 
was  done  by  George, 


Chester,  George  Randolph 

Rive  Thousand  an  Hour:  How  Tohnny  Gamble  Hon  the  Heir- 
ess; Illustrations  by  Henry  Raleigh;  Indianapolis,  The  Hobbs 
^Merrill  Company  (1912,  Publishers)  267p. 

At  the  end- of  this  book,  the  publishers  have  several 
pages  devoted  to  sum^iaries  of  the  earlier  Chester  books. 

This  is  a light  romantic  novel.  An 'heiress  ‘ is  to  re- 
ceive a million  dollars  if  she  marries  a man  of  family  whom 
she  dislikes.  Gamble  determine's  to  make  "^5000  per  hour  and 
have  a t his  disposal  a million  before  he'  asks  her  to  marry 
him,  so  that  she  v^ill  lose  nothing  by  giving-  up  her  inheri- 
tance. The  various  promotions  which  he  engineers  bring  him 
the  desired  result  ^us t in  time;  he  defeats  his  former  part- 
ner and  the  villain  who  attempt  to  ruin  him;  and  wins ' the 
girl. 

Of  the  earlier  novels  and  books,  this 
The  Early  Bird. 


comes  closest  to 


Chester,  George  Randolph 

Ge t -Rich -Quick  Wallingford:  A cheerful  account  of  the 
rise  and  fall  of  an  American  'Business  Buccaneer;  New  York, 
A.  L.  Burt  Company  (A,pril,  1908);  Illustrated  448p, 

■ This  appears  to  be  tbe  second'  chronologically  of  the 
Wallingford  books,  though  it  may  possibly  have  been  pub- 
lished in  book  form  first.,  ' ' 

An.  excellent  description  of  ■ the  conscience le ss  busines 
promoter  who  keeps  within  the  law  but  has  no  qualirts  about- 
fleecing  anyone  of  m.oney.  Overdrawn  a bit,  possibly,  for 
the  sake  of  emphasis,  this  is  still  a careful  and  accurate 
character  study  and  descrljDpltion  of  the  methods  psed  by 
confidence  men. 
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Chester,  George  Randolph 

The  Making  of  Bobby  Burnit:  Being  a Record  of  the  Ad- 
ventures of  a Live  American  Young  Man;  Illus tra ted  by  James 
Montgomery  Flagg  and  F.  R,  Gruger;  Indianapolis,  The  Bobbs- 
Merrill  Company  (June,  1909),  (1908,  Curtis  Publishing  Com- 
pany) 416p. 

A department  store  millionaire  dies,  leaving  untrained 
his  son  and  heir  to  carry  on  the  business.  Without  guidance, 
the  son  loses  several  quarter-million  dollar  Investments,  as. 
well  as  losing  control  of  his  fa ther * s' business . After  each 
mistake,  a letter  from  his  father  is  handed  to  the  young  man 
by  a trusted  employee,  shovving  that  the  father  has  anticipa- 
ted the  error,  but  has  reserved  a competence  for  the  son  in 
spite  of  these  errors,  so  that  he  will  aot  be  destitute  even 
if  he  loses  all  ventures. 

The  ventures  illustrate  the  dangers  of  business,  the 
crooked  deals  made,  the  ci ty^  poll tical  boss  and  his  henchmen, 
the  power  of  special  interes’ts,  and  of  the  press,  publicity, 
and  clubs.  In  fact  this  first  book  embodies  all  the  elements 
of  the'  later  books  by  the  author,  popularizing  in  easy  style 
the  business  and  social  environment  of  the  contemporary  world 
of  the  author’s  expertise. 

The  son  learns  from  his  mistakes,  and  earns  the  respect 
and  love  of  his  girl  friend,  as  v^ell  a.s  overcomes  the  enemies 
who  have  victimized  him. 

My  copy  of  this  book  vms  watersoaked,  so  should  be  re- 
placed; but  is  not  important  apart  from  completing  my  collec- 
tion, so  should  not  be  replaced  at  excessive  cost. 


Chester,  G-eorge  Randolph,  arid  Lillian 

On  the  Lot  and  Off;  New  York  and-  London,  Harper  & Bro- 
thers Publishers  (1924,  Publishers)  328p. 

I believe  that  this  may  be  the  final  novel  of  the  Ches- 
ters, and  also  that  although  Lillian^  s narae  appears,  it  was 
written  entirely  by  G-eorge,  and  likely  with  assistance  from 
the  editorial  department  of  the  publishers  because  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  better  developed  than  any  other  book  by  these 
writers. 

Although  ?/alllngford  is  Chester’s  chief  character  in 
five  books,  Isidor  Iskovitch,  a boy  who  m.ade  up  his  mind  to 
become  the  greatest  .movie  producer  of  Hollywood,  is  so  well- 
portrayed  that  I am  inclined  to  think  him  better. 

This  is  the  best  novel  of  all  written  by  the  Chesters, 
in  my  opinion.  It  p_ortrays  not  only  believable  characters, 
but  the  workings  of  the  movie  industry  following  7/or  Id  War  1 
and  before  sound  or  talkies  or  color  had  been  envisioned, 

•This  is  a. most  enjoyable  read,  and  although  far  froim 
being  a Iterary  masterpiece,  it  is  a great  contemporary 
novel  of  its  type. 


ChesteTj  George  Randolph,  and  Lillian 

Runaway  June;  Illustrated  from  photographs;  Nev;  York, 
Hearst^s  International  Library  Go,  (1915,  Serial  Publication 
Corporation),  (1915,  Publishers)  210p. 

This  is  a silly  attempt  to  treat  the  serious  problem  of 
the  wife’s  dependence  on  the  husband’s  money  in  a humorous 
fashion,  most  of  the  book  being  devoted  to  the  chase  of  the 
wife  by  her  husband,  who  does  not  understand  why  she  has  run 
away  from  him  after  he  had  supi^lied  her  with  money  to  replace 
some  which  her  mo-ther  had  given  her  at  the  wedding. 

I managed  to  struggle  through  the  first  two -thirds  of 
the  book,  but  gave  up  when  I realized  that  nothing  of  value 
could  possibly  emerge  from  the  rest,  so  merely  skimmed  the 
final  third. 

I suspect  that  Lillian  wrote  the  entire  book;  it  lacks 
the  drive  and  invention  of  George. 

A total  waste  of  time,  although  it  does  rresent  the  prob 
lem  of  inequality. 


Chester  5 ^ Georg©  Randolph,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

The  Son  of  Wallingford;  Boston,  Small,  Maynard  & Com- 
pany (1921,  Publishers)  ^ 269p. 

Of  the  five- Wallingford  boohs  this  is  the  only  novel, 
the  others  being  connected  series  of  short  stories  or  novel- 
ettes. 

Although  the  story  concentrates,  on  the  adventures  of 
Jimmy  Wallingforh  and  his  friend- Eddy  (Toad)  Jessup,  Blackie 
Daw  and  the  wives  of  both  former  principals  play  important 
roles.  Because' of _ his  lobeless  ears,,-  which  Lcmb'roso  said 
indicated  degeneracy,  Jimmy  is  sensitive,  and  determined  to 
prove  himself  independently  of  his  rascal  father;  and  both 
Wallingford,  and  Fannie- are  anxious  to  see  if  heredity  will 
‘spoil  the  boy’s'  life. 

Although  the  novel  starts  well,  it  deteriorates  to  an ^ 
almost  puerile  level  towards  its  conclusion,  Jimmy  pans  out 
well,  but  both  his  and, his  father’s  schemes  do  them  no  credit 
and  the’  portrayal^of  avarice  on  the  part  of  their  opponents 
and  themselves  is  a^  typical  phenomenon  of  American  life  which 
ignores  its  more  rleasant  aspects. 

This  is  a poor  novel,  and  does  not.hing  to  solve  the  prob 
lem  of  heredity,  or  the  social  emphasis  on  raoney. 


Chester,  George  Randolph 


A Tale  of  Red  Roses;  Indianapolis,  The  Bobbs-Merrill 
Company  (1914)  29op. 

A flamboyant  ward  boss,  patterned  after  a combination 
of  the  promoter  in  The  Cash  Intrigue  plus  Wallingford,  falls 
in  love  with  the  daughter  of  the  president  of  a_ municipal 
transit  system  and  makes' it  clear  by  gifts  of  red  roses  in 
quantity  that  he  intends  to  marry  her.  He  is  opposed  by  a 
socially  prominent  and  handsome  man  engaged  to  the  girl,  by 
the  girl  herself  and  by  her  father,, but  by  personal  power 
and  determination,  entailing  the  ruim  financially  of  those 
who  oppose  him,  he  ultimately  wins  the  love-  and  respect  of 
the  girl,. and  the  girl  herself* 

This  is  Chester*  s version  of  Tenor  eT ingle  -Bells,  where 
the  anti-hero  wins,-  as  I have  often  thought  he  should  by 
comparison  with  the  pusilanimous  heroes  in  many  novels.  It 
portrays  the  type  of  man-  v/ho  does  succeed  in  an  environment 
of  graft  and  corruption,  of  money -mad  and  ambitious  people 
seeking  something  for  nothing, 

Hy  copy  of  this  book  is  the  only  one  I have  ever  seen, 
and  I suspect  that  this  novel  did  not  have  serial  publica- 
tion because  of  its  lack  of  support  for  the  idealistic 
values  acceptable  in  light  fiction. 


Chester,  George  Randolph 

Wallingford  and  Blaokie  Daw;  Toronto,  T^cle'od  & Allen 
(1912,  The  Bob.bs -1x6 r rill  Company)  401p. 

This  volume  concentrates  on  schemas- after  Wallingford 
and  Daw  settle  down  with  their  wives,  and  involves  the  wives 
more  as  characters.  Although  kicking  over  the  traces,  the 
t\NO  men  are  shackled  fairly  closely;  V/allingford  sticking  to 
his  determination  to  work  within  the  law;  Blackie , careless 
and  conscienceless  5 and  more  humorous. 


Chester,  George  Randolph 

V/allingford  in  His  Prime';'  Indianapolis,  The  Bobbs-Ker- 
rill  Company  (1912,  Publishers)  424p. 

Like  all  except  the  final  volume,  this  is , a . conne c ted 
series  of  short  stories  or  novelettes  about  the  schemes  of  a 
confidence  man  promoter  to  cash  in  on  dubious  business  deals. 
By  comparison  with  similar  schemes  of  the  1980 these  read 
almost  like  broad,  burlesques . The^  basic  is  simple;  hold  out 
promises  of  so.me  thing  for  nothing,  or  huge  profits  from  a 
sm^all  Investment,  and  the'  mercenary  instinct  in  the  average 
person  causes  him  to  invest  before  he  Investigates. 

•Although  overdra'wn,  possibly  for  em*phasis  , . lallingf ord 
is  an  American  literary  character  as  distinguished  as  Gher- 
lock  Holmes,  and  his  exploits  are  often  well~thou^?ht -au  t and 
presented  with  'humor  and  shrewd  observation,  - 


Chester,  George  Randolph 

Young  Yallingford ; Illustrated;  Indianapolis,  The  Bobbs- 
Ye rr ill.  Company  (1910)  343p. 

Chronologically,  this  appears  to  be ' the  first  of  the 
Wallingford  books,  although  the  copyright  dates  in  Be t ^Hieh- 
Quick  V/allingford  are  earlier,  which  is  why  I-.read  that  vol- 
ume first. 

However,  I’m  not  sorry.  Hach  book  is  independent  of  the 
other,  and  the  later  life  of  V/allingford  casts  light  on  this 
earlier  phase  of  his  operations.  Both  books  a re • novels ttes 
or  short  stories  strung  together  with  connecting  material  to 
make  up  the  novel  form.  There  is  much  repetition  of  theme 
and  action;  Bla ckie  Daw  enters  both  books,  as  does. Fannie; 
Wallingford  tries  always  to  operate  within  the  law,  but  his 
procedures  are_  so  similar  that  only  the  differing  businesses 
he  promotes  give  any  change  of  detail. 

All  these  stories  are  v/ell  told  and  interesting;  I think 
these  books  could  be  reprinted  today  and  sell  reasonably  well 
in  spite  of  their  dated  settings. 


Chester,  V/llliam  L. 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness;  Hev/  York,  G-rosset  & Dunlap; 

(1925,  The  MoCall  CoifiDany)  , (1929,  Chester)  208p. 

i '■  , 

This  is  probably  the  best  novel  based  on  the  Tarzan 
theme,  in  a fantasy  setting,  a land  of  prehistoric  beasts  a~ 
way  North  above  the  tree-line. 

Lincoln  Hand  and  his  V'/ife  Helena,  and  their  Indian  friend 
Mokuyi,  are  shipwrecked  following  a storm,  and  land  in  an  iso- 
lated country  knov/n  as  Nato^wa,  peopled  by  Indians  v/ho  have  no 
contact  with  the  civilized  vvorld.  Because  of  the  enmity  of  a 
medicine -man  of  the  Shoni  named  Yellow  Weasel,  Hand  and  his 
wife  die;  but  their  son  Kioga  (Snow  Hawk)  is  brought  up  by  i!o- 
kuyi,  who  teaches  him  English,  both  spoken  and  written,  and 

much  concerning  his  American  parents. 

) 

Yellow  7/easel^s  continued  enmity  drives  Kioga  from  the 
tribe;  he  follows  Tarzan^  s.  pattern  but  makes  friends  with 
bears  rather  than  apes,  and  learns  to  use  a lasso  and  a v/hip 
as  v\/ell  as  bow  and  arrows,  spears,  and  knives.  He  has  many 
adventures  with  the  Indians  as  well  as  with  wild  beasts,  and 
flxnally  returns  to  the  tribe  as  a leader,  winning  them  victory 
over  the  plains  Indians  who  had  hitherto  been  in  ascendancy. 

A yacht  owned  by  a wealthy  young  man  named  Kend^e  is  also 
driven  to  this  far  northern  land;  and  after  being  landed,  its 
crev/  is  overwhelmed  by  a rascally  gang  whom  they  had  rescued. 
The  gang  is  led  by  Salerno,  a ruffian  vnith  designs  on  Kendle^s 
fiancee  Beth  La  Salle,  whose  brother  Dan  becomes  a friend  of 
Kioga.  Kendle  , though  he  has  been  rescued  from  the  Shoni  by 
Kioga  at  the  cost  of  Kioga ^s  influence  with  his  tribe,  later 
abandons  Kioga  to  death  from  a polar  bear;  Beth  learns  this 
from  Kendle ’s  delirious  muttering  during  his  illness  after 
their  return  to  civilization. 

Kioga  rescues  Beth  from  the  gang,  and  hides  her  in  his 
secret  cave,  lavishing  upon  her  every  care  and  courtesy.  He 
has  been  attracted  to  an  Indian  maiden,  but  reserves  himself 
because  of  their  differe'nt  blood;  and  at  once  knows  that  his 
mate  should  be  Beth  when  they  meet.  Keeling  that  she  has 
chosen  Kendle,  however,  he,  after  surviving  death  from  the 
bear,  returns  to  Nato’wa;  Beth  and  the  explorer  scientist 
friend  of  Kioga  Hs  father,  who  had  also  loved  Helena,,  start  off 
for  Nato^wa  to  find  Kioga. 

I bel.ieve  that  the  re 'was  a sequel  to  this  book  published 
in  magazine  serial  form,  but  not  in  book  form. 

This  is  very  good  fantastic  adventure. 

New  York,  Ace  Books  Inc.  (#0-586)  287 p. 

This  paperback  reprint  appears  to  be  unabridged. 
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Chesterton,  Gilbert  K, 

The  Club  of  Queer  Trades;  Illustrated;  New  York  and 
London,  Harper  & Brothers  Publishers,  1905  (1903,  4,  5, 
Publishers)  270p 

■ Harmondsworth,  Middlesex,  Peneruin  Books  (#581),  (1905, 
1946)  . ' 156t) 

This  is  an  almost  farcical,  and  allegorical,  episodal 
novel  about  a club  whose  members  adopt  vocations  different 
from  any  others  ^ known,  and  involves  detective  work  by  two 
brothers,  one  a retired  ^udge , theother  a detective  who  is 
eclipsed  by  his  older  brother. 


Chesterton,  G-.  K* 

The  Father  Brown  Omnibus;  New  York,  Dodd,  Mead  & Company, 
(1951);  Foreword  by  H.  T.  Bond  * 993p. 

In  addition  to  the  five  volumes  of  stories,  this  book  re- 
prints an  additional  .story,  '^The  Vampire  of  the  ^^illap-e’’;  this 
is  said  to  make  51  stories  in  all. 

This  omnibus,  though  not  illustrated,  contains  mo:^’e  than 
the  five  volumes  previously  published,  and  should  therefore  be 
retained. 

Note:  The  Book  Club  edition,  apparentlygpublished  the 

same  year  as  the  Omjiibus,  contains  only  661  pages  of  smaller 
type  on  larger  pages,  but  appears  to  be  complete. 


Chesterton,  Gilbert  K 


The  Flying  Inn;  New  York,  John  Lane  Company,  1914; 
(1914,  Publishers)  320p.. 

A politician  trying  to  abolish  pubs  passes  a law  which 
limits  the  free  sale  of  liquor,  but  recognizes  the  right  to 
do  so  which  old-established  inns  with  signs  have.  As  more 
and  more  public  houses  are  closed,  fewer  are  the  amenities 
available  to -the  common  man  for  social  gatherings. 

A rebellious  Irishman  perceives  a loophole  in  the  law, 
and  with  a cask  of  rum  and  a round  cheese  carries  the  sign 
of  an  inn  from  place  to  place,  legitimizing  his  right  to 
dispense  hospitality.  The  contest  between  him  and  the  poli- 
tician provides  the  humorous  setting  for  events  illustrating 
the  Irishman’s  fight  for  democracy. 


Chesterton,  G. 

The  Incredulity  of  Father  Brown;  London,' New  York, 
Toronto  and  Melbourne , Cassell  and  Company,  Ltd  (1926)  296p. 

These  eight  short  stories  carry  on  the  tradition  oi  the 
earlier  two  books:  intellectual  detective  stories,  told  in 
•good  literary  style,  but  with  almost  no  emotional  effect. 


Chesterton,  G.'  K* 

The  Innocenoe  of  Father  Brown;  8 full  pa^e  plates  by 
Sydney  Seymour  Luoas;  London,  Nev7  York,  Toronto  and  Mel- 
bourne, Cassell  and  Company,  Ltd.,  1912  236p, 

These -a re  literary  short  stories,  mysteries  contrived 
but  well-constructed  and  with  some  depth  of  philosophical 
reasoning.  Chesterton  probably  started  v/i  th  the  idea  of  ^ 
spoofing  the  detective  story,  then  became  interested  in  it 
as  a vehicle  for  his  ideas. 

I had  read  ’^The  Hammer  of  God"  previously,  but  I do 
not  remember  any  of  the  other  stories.  '’The  Wrong  Shape”  is 
probably-  the  closest  to'  fantasy;  but  I rmember  having  seen 
on  TV  ”The  Eye  of  Apollo”,  which  followed  the  story  pretty 
closely.  - . - 

Mote:  Although  the  copyright  page  shows  ’’Reprinted 
1912”  the  signatures  indicate  that  this  bock  has  the  sheets 
of  hhe  first  edition,  so  it  is  probable  that  in  accordance 
with  British  practice  at  that  time,  only  part  of  the  sheets 
were  bound  up,  'the  remainder  being  included  with  the  second 
printing  when  the  first  binding  supply  sold  out  quickly. 

These  stories  are  clever  enou^-^-h  to  deserve  study  and 
re-reading,  but  appeal  rather  to  the  intellect  than  to  the 
emotions. 


Chesterton,  Gilbert  K, 


Manalive;  New  York,  John  Lane  Company,  1912;  Illustra- 
ted; (1912,  Publishers)  311p, 

Ha rmondsworth,  Middlesex,  Penguin  Books  (#587),  (1912, 
1947)  192p, 

• Concerning  Innocent  Smith,  a childlike  man  of  giant 
size  who  exhibits- the  ^oy  of  life  and  encourages  the  roman- 
tic tendencies  of  couples  in  a rooming  house,  this  is  an  al- 
legorical novel  about  the  blessings  of  orthodox  married. life 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a man  who  is  eccentric  enou/?h  to 
wish  to  renew  hi’s  ,5oy  by  absences  from  home  in  search  of  his 
renews  1 . 

Tried  for  apparent  dereliction  by  his  fellow  roomers, 
he  is  found  innocent  of  all  charges  against  him. 


/ 


Gilbert  K.  Chesterton 

The  ¥jan  Who  Knew  Too  Much;  Frontispiece  by  W.  Hatherell, 
R.I.;  New  York  and  London,  Harper  & Brothers  Publishers,  1922 
(1922,  Publishers)  365p. 

Contents' 

1.  The  I^lan  Who  Knew  Too  Much  1 

2,  The  Trees  of  Pride  261 

-The  title  character  is  a..  "Father  Brown"  whose  knowledge, 
he  says,  is  of  the  wrong  things.  His  comprehensive  knowledge 
enables  him  to  understand  events  which  are  incomprehensible 
to  others.  The  various  episodes  are  like  the  detective  tales 
of  "Father  Brown". 

The  second  part  of  the  book  is  a masterpiece,  showing 
how  the  beliefs  of  the  common  people  are  treated  as  supersti- 
tions even  though  they  are  true.  An  important  passage  tells 
why  an  imaginative  man  has  no  need  to  be  bad  because  he  knows 
the  consequences  of  evil  deeds,  and  can  indulge  covertly  any 
tendencies  common  to  human  nature  without  implementing  them, 
r consider  this  story  is  the  best  of  all  Chesterton* s that  I 
have  read. 


V 


Chesterton,  Go  K. 


The  Man  V/ho  Was  Thu rs da 37:  A Nightmare;  New  York,  Dodd, 
Mead  and  Company,  1908  (publishers)  281po 

reprint,  no  date,  oopyright  renewed  1935  by  GEC  192p, 

The  first  edition  has  a dedicatory  poem  inscribed  to 
Edmund  Clerihew  Bentley  which  is  not  reprinted  in  the  more 
recent  edition. 

This  is  an  intellectual  fantasy  with  mystical  and  philo- 
sophical implications.  A Scotland  Yard  man  posing  as  a poet 
is  challenged  by  a' fellow  poet  to  attend  a meeting  of  anar- 
chists. He  is  elected  to ' the  seven-man  council  to  replace  the 
one  named  Thursday,  the  others  being  named  after  the  hays  of 
the  week  and  headed  by  a massive  man  called  Sunday.  A plot  is 
progressing  to  bomb  in  Erance  a leading  politician;  and  Syne, 
as  Thursday,  has  given  his  word  that  he  would  not  betray  the 
conspirators  to  the  police.  As  the  story  progresses,  each  of 
the  conspirators  is  revealed  to  be  a policeman,  and  Sunday  is 
the  hidden  head  of  the  police  who  has  hired  each  of  then  and 
provided  all  with  blue  cards  to  identify  them  as  servicemen. 

The  subtitle  is  suitable  because  Syme^s  experience  is 
dream-like  and  .fearful.  The  absurdity  of  the  plot  takes  away 
the  story’s  credibility,  but  raises  the  philosophical  question 
concerning  whet.her  the  world  is  as  it  seems. 

The  .red-haired  sister  of  the  challenging  poet  is  the  sole 
woman  character  in  the  story;  there  is  only  an  implication  of 
possible  romantic  involvement  between  her  and  Sym.e. 

This  book  is  a favorite  of  Roy  Hunter’s.  I shall  have  to 
ask  him  why.  Certainly  it  is  not  of  Importance  to  me. 
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Chesterton,  G,  K, 

The  Napoleon  of  Notting  Hill ;■  London , John  Lane  The 
Bo die y Head  (1904,  1945)  ' ' 200p. 

Ha rmonds worth,  Middlesex,  Pen^^uin  Books  (#550),  (1904, 
1946)  157p. 

This  is  a fu-ture  war  story,  but  between  Englishmen  de- 
fending their  homes  against  the  enoroachment  of , industriali- 
zation. Even  the  King  takes  part  against  his  acceptance  of 
the  advancement  of  oommercialism. 

Another  of  Chesterton ^s  championships  of  the  rights  of 
the  common  man. 


Chesterton,  G.  K. 

The  Poet  and  the  Lunatics:  Episodes  in  the  Life  of 
Gabriel  Gale;  London,  Toronto,  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  Cassell 
and  Company,  Ltd.  (July,  1929,  July,  1931)  * 282p. 

These  eight  stories  are  along-  the  lines  of  those  in  The 
Man  Who  Knew  Too  Much,  naming  the  leading  character  differ- 
ently. As  usual,  the  solution  of  the  mysteries  is  based  on 
the  poet’s  divination  of  the  psychology  of  the  perpetrator, 

I found  this  perhaps  the  easiest  to  read  of  all  the 
.fiction  of  Chesterton,  perhaps  because  I have  become  accus- 
tomed to  his  method. 


Chesterton,  G,  K. 


The  Return  of  Don  Quixote;.  London,  Ghatto  & Windus 
(1927)  312p. 

New  York,  Dodd,  Mead  & Comnany,  1927  (Second  Printing?,, 
April,  1927),  (Publishers)  302p. 

A group  of  people  staying  at  the  home  of  a noble  friend 
of  the  British  Prime  Minister  decide  to  put  on  a play  which 
emphasises  mediaeval  values,  and  enlists  the  services  of  the 
librarian  to  play  the  minor  role  of  the  second  troubadour. 

The  play  is  based  on  Blonde I’s  search  for  the  imprisoned 
King  Richard  the  Lion  (which  formed  the  basis  for  The  Golden 
Knight  by  Faust.). 

Although  the  librarian  accepts,  he  becomes  - enamored  of 
the  role,  and  continues  wearing  the  costume  after  the  play 
has  been  performed.  A Union  leader  proves  himself  more  than 
a cultural  match  for  the  other  guests,  and  wins  a bride;  the 
librarian  becomes  a ruler,  dethroning  the  politicians  and 
exposing  their  false  claims  to  aristocracy  and  power. 

An  incident  in  the  story  is  of  a dilettante  foiling  the 
attempt  of  a foreign  doctor  to  have  an  old  rtiaster  of  dyes 
declared  insane  by  leaving  him  exposed  to  acting  insanely 
himself  before  the  official  who  has  power  to  imnrison  him. 

Chesterton  tries  to  promote  the  idea  that  miners  should 
own  the  mines  they  work,  and  that  the  privileges  of  the  capi- 
talist should  be  removed. 
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Ghevallier,  Gabriel 

The  Scandals  of  Clochemerle;  Translated  from  the  French 
by  Jocelyn  Godefroi;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#141),  January, 
1948  (Simon  and  Schuster,  Inc.,  19B7);  Illustrated  277p. 

This  book  reminds  me  of  Balzac;  it  is  extremely  well 
written  and  portrays  the  characters  of  a small  town  in  France 
and  their  reactions  to  the  mayor’s  building  of  a urinal  in 
humorous  and  humane  fashion.  The  rivalry  of  the  two  most 
beautiful  women;  the  frustrated  virago  old  maid  who  stirs  un 
trouble  then  is  attacked  by  erotomania;  the  miser  who  pives 
’’charity^’  in  the  form  of  fees  to  prostitutes;  the  aristocrat! 
lady  of  the  manor  who  retires  from  her  worldly  pleasures  v/hen 
her  beauty  fades  and  she  can  no  longer  compete  with  more  beau 
tiful  women;  the  two  priests  with  their  concubines  and  their 
mutual  confessions;  all  told  naughtily,  but  with  truth,  make 
this  an  interesting  novel. 


Chesterton,  G.  K. 

The  Scandal  of  Father  Bpovm;  London,  Toronto,  Melbourne 
and  Sydney,  Cassell  and  Company,  Limited;  (Second  Edition, 
May,  1935)  ^ 248p. 

This  is  the  fifth  volume  of  stories  about  Father  Brovm. 

#6  appears  to  support  Chesterton’s  view  that  capitalism 
oppresses  the  poor. 

Pocket  Books  of  Canada  Ltd,  (^60)  258p. 

(There  is  a note  appended  '’About  the  Author” 
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Chesterton j Gilbert  K, 

The  Secret  of  Father  Brown;  Illustrated;  New  York  and 
London,  Harper  & Brothers  Publishers,  1927  27Sp. 

This  fourth  Father  Brown,  collection  is  a specially  val- 
uable book  from  a collector’s  point  of  viev;;  in  fine  condi- 
tion is  worth  about  $100,00. 

The  contents  are  about  equal  in  value  to  the  other  volume 


Chesterton,  G*  K.  _ 

The  V/isdom  of  Father  Brown;  Colour  frontispiece  by  3id- 
ney  Seymour  Lucas;  London,  New  York,  Toronto  and  Melbourne, 
Cassell  and  Company,  Ltd,  1914  212p. 

New  York,  John  Lane  Company,  1915  (1914,  Lane;  1912, 
1913,  The  McClure  Publications,  Inc.  • 324p. 

The  frontispiece  does  not  appear  in  the  American  edition. 

As  in  the  first  Father  Brown  oollec '♦'ion,  these  are  in- 
tellectual detective  stories,  literarily  adequate,  but  with 
practically  no  emotional  appeal.  There  are  some  with  super- 
normal suggestions,  but  rationally  explained. 


Chevreuil,  L. 


Proofs  of  the  Spirit  World  (On  Ne  Meurt  Pas);  Translated 
by  Agnes  Kendrick  Gray;  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  & Company 
(1920,  publishers)  297p. 

I was  particularly  pleased  to  note  that  the  author  made 
extensive  comments  on  books  by  Flournoy  and  Morton  Prince, 
and  published  case  histories  from  books  not  available  to  me. 

Although  many  of  the  cases  mentioned  are  classic  and  are 
available  in  other  books,  his  comments  are  instructive  and  he 
was  a sincere  student  of  the  literature.  He  apparently  felt 
that  cell  memory  indicated  reincarnation  much  as  Sylvia  Browne 
explains  in  her  recent  books. 

I accept  the  philosophy  he  expresses. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  30,  2005 


The  Barbados  Company  is  an  investor-owned  public  electric  utility 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Barbados.  Electricity  is  produced  by 
steam  turbine,  gas  turbine  and  diesel  units.  The  Barbados  Company  has  a 
total  Installed  capacity  of  152.5  MW  and  transmits  electric  power  to 
substations  throughout  the  island  of  Barbados.  During  1994  and  1993, 
sales  of  electricity  increased  3.4%  and  2.6%  respectively,  over  the  previous 
year. 


OTHER  INFORMATION 


Leucadia  National  Corporation,  a New  York  corporation,  through  a wholly 
owned  subsidiary.  Indirectly  holds  3,369,276  Trust  units  representing 
approximately  57%  of  the  beneficial  interest  in  the  Trust. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  BARBADOS  COMPANY 


The  Trustees  have  been  informed  that  a limited  number  of  copies  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Barbados  Company  for  the  year  1994  will  be 
available  to  holders  of  Trust  units.  A copy  may  be  obtained  at  no  charge 
on  a first  come,  first  served  basis  by  wiring  to: 

Mr.  H.B.  Richards,  Manager  Corporate  Services 
The  Barbados  Light  and  Power  Company 
Garrison  Hill 

St.  Michael,  Barbados,  West  Indies 


Very  truly  yours, 

CANADIAN  INTERNATIONAL  POWER  COMPANY 
LIMITED  LIQUIDATING  TRUST 

Ian  M.  Cumming 
Joseph  S.  Steinberg 
Joseph  A.  Orlando 
Trustees 


Cheyney,  Peter 


The  Dark  Street;  Toronto.  Collins  (1946)  19 In. 

London,  Collins . (1973) , (l944,  Author)  191p. 

This  is  a superficial  British  Agent  thriller,  devoted 
to  women,  drinking,  and  killing.  The  style  is  repetitious, 
a .trifle'  ^launty,  and  shallow.  The  plot  is  based  on  deceit, 
sexual  encounters,  and  murders,  and  is-  of  no  interest. 

I had  practically  made  up  my  mind  that  this  was  not 
worth  reading  before  I had  finished  the  first  few  pages,  but 
I persevered  because  the  book  had  been  reprinted.  However, 

I think  that  if  .thi.s  is  a fair  sample  of  Cheyney,  I need  not 
read  any  other  book  by  him.  ^ . 


Child,  Richard  Washburn 


Fresh  Vifaters  and  Other  Stories;  New  York,  N,  P 


Dutton  & 
296p, 


Company  (1924) ; 


Contents 


1.  Fresh  Waters 

2.  The  Lure 

3.  Here^s  How 

4.  The  Han  with  the  TTetal  Face 

5.  The  Gorilla 

6.  The  Screen 

7.  Keats  Shadd 

8.  The  Playthings 

9.  A Thirty  Thousand  Dollar  Slap 

10.  A Strain  of  Blood 

11.  A Story  for  a Certain  Lady 

12.  The  Eyes  of  the  Gazelle 


1 


23 

51 

84 

113 

138 

160 

185 

213 

233 

251 

274 


These  short  stories  are  above  average  quality;  the  theme 
of  .most  is  the  realization  by  a middle-aged  industrialist  of 
the  emptiness  of  life  when  love  and  humanity  are  not  paramount. 
fl  tells  of  an  accomplished  man  who  decides  to  revive  Interest 
in  life  through  his  daughter  Instead  of  taking  a second  wife. 
fZ  a mother-dominated  industrialist  seeks  New  York  nimht-life 
after  her  death;  falls  in  love  with  a screen  siren  only  to  find 
that  her  real  interest  is  in  small- town,  housewifely  existence. 
#3  displays  the  demoralization  of  the  wealthy,  fashionable  set. 
f4  a woman  sculptor  casts  a metal  face  of  an  industrialist  and 
he  learns  from,  it  that  he  has  unsuspected  qualities  of  human 
feeling.  #5  an  injured  workPian  saves  his  employer ^s  life  after 
being  denied  compensation  for  his  injury.  #6  a wife  finds  that 
her  husband  is  jealous,  and  that  this  is  not  a bad  quality.  f-l 
tells  of  a middle-aged  man  who,  attracted  to  a younm  mirl,  saves 
her  from  a designing  younger  man  of  his  own  former  type,  and 
renounces  her.  . #8  an  em.ployer  a,nd  his  3ec:'’etary  are  locked  out 
on  the  roof  of  their  office  building;  the  em.erp*ency  changes  the! 
dislike  to  love.  #9  a stenographer  offers  to  return  "^30,000  in 
bribe  money  to  her  em.ployer  if  he  wi"!!  let  her  slar  him;  but 
takes  the  money,  leaving  a thief  who  steals  the  .m.oney  back  from 
the  employer  ^’holding  the  bag''  from,  which  she  has  re’^ove5  the 
money.  the  tender  quality  of  an  ancestor  finally  shows  up 

in  a descendant  who  had  not  thought  himself  capable  of  humanity. 
11,  A m.an_  learns  fro,m  the  death  of  a friend  .hha  t he  has  been 
lacking  in  tenderness  to  his  ov/n  wife.  #12  a ch'’ld  teaches  a 
criminal  investigator  that  circumstances  may  overrule  law. 

The  theme  of  discovery  of  hu.manity  recurs  so  often  'thnt  T 
wonder  if  these  stories  were  not  vvritten  as  an  act  of  reuentance 


Childerhose , R,  J,  Glilck  Biographical 

Copied  from  the  rear  flap  of  the  dust  Jacket  on  The  Ifian. 
Who  V/anted  to  3a ve  Canada; 

Under  a photo  of  the  author: 

R.  J,  Chick  Childerhose  was  born  in  Manitoba  and  grew  up 
in  various  Prairie  towns.  He  has  been  an  RGAF  fighter  pilot, 
a Journalist,  an  Inf orma tion  Off leer  with  the  federal  Civil 
Service,  and  is  presently  a freelance  writer  on  the  West 
Coast. 

He  is  the  author  of  : S p la  s h One  Ti  .T-e  r : Fighter  Pilot: 
F~86  Sabre;  Winter  Racehorse;  Hockey  Fever  in  Goganne  Falls. 


I 


Ghilderhose , R.  J«  Chick 


d/f 

The  Man  Who  7/anted  to  Save  Canada;  A Prophetic  Novel; 
Victoria,  B.  G, , Hoot  Publications,  1975  (Author)  196p. 

Neil  Brody,  losing,  contracts  for  his  aircraft  charters, 
sells  out  to  his  partner  and  goes  to  Ottawa’  under  contract 
to  investigate  and  report  on  a problem  for  a former  buddy* 
His  attempts  to  obtain  information  convince  him  that  most 
officials  are  on  a treadmill  and  under  suasion  to  pursue 
government  policies  leading  to  the  secession  of  Quebec  and 
the  ultimate  taking  over  of  Canada  by  the  U*  3. 

In  his  search  for  a leader  who  can  save  Canada,  he  is 
convinced  that  only  a socialistic  future  is  tenable,  but  is 
unable  to  find  any  man  who  has  the  capability  to  fight  the 
capitalistic  system  by  cutting  off  dependency  on  the  IT.  3, 
and  placing  the  welfare  consciousness  of  the  Canadian  pub- 
lic under  awareness  that  they  must  face  hardship  in  order  to 
achieve  independence . 7/1  th  the  help  of  an  old  flam.e  who  is 
now  a Cabinet  Minister,  and  of  a social  worker  and  her  Amer- 
ican professor  friend,  he  forms  a new  political  party  whose 
purpose  is  to  place  power  in  the  hands  of  the  people  rather 
than  in  their  government.  He  is  convinced  that  the  people 
will  act  in  their  own  best  interests  if  left  free  of  the 
propaganda  which  keeps  them  subservient  to  outworn  creeds 
and  an,  outvy^orn  economic  system. 

Apart,  from  the  romantic  stories  of  the  principals,  the 
fiction  is  mdnimal.  The  book  is  comprised  largely  of  con- 
versations between  the  principals  and  government  heads  or 
welfare  and  unemployed  persons,  and  is  seldom  more  than  a 
recapitulation  of  current  radical  thoughts  concerning  alter- 
ations in  government  policy  v;hich  m.ay  cure  inflation  and 
unemployment.  Brody  offers  no  solutions.  He  merely  feels 
that  if  the  people  who  are  suffering  under  the  system  are 
given  the  opportunity  to  change  it,  they  will  use  common 
sense  in  their  own  interests. 

Ultimately,  Brody  is  killed  by  accident  by  the  RCT>1P 
vi/hen  he  attem.pts  to  rescue  his  friends  from  a political 
meeting  which  is  treated  as  an  unlawful  assembly  of  more 
than  ten  persons.  As  a martyr,  he  portrays  the  author’s 
conviction  that  any  attempt  to  change  the  "’system”  is 
doomed  to  failure  because  v\/e  are  already  in  a Police  State 
which  fears  democratic  criticism,  and  destroys  its  source, 

A worthwhile  theme,  but  weakly  developed  and  treated. 
The  vi/rlting  is  barely  competent. 


Childers,  James  Saxon 

The  Bookshop  Mystery;  New  York/London,  D,  Appleton  and 
Company,  1920  - 24 op. 

An  American  book  collec-tor  who  is  familiar  with  Nnmlish 
bookshops  is  hired  to  locate  mannscrlpts  and  rare  books  for 
a wealthy  English  collector,  unaware  that  an  important  paper 
is  hidden  in  the  .manuscript  of  an  obscure,  poe tess  and  that 
French^and  English  secret  service  men  are  following  his  move- 
ments closely  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  the  document. 

The  incidental  bookhunting  information  is  interesting, 
"but  the  story  itself  is  pretty  hackneyed,  wvith  a f e mme  - fa  ta  le 
seeking  to  seduce  the  collector  away  from,  his  fiancee  and  to 
report  his  findinp^s  to  the  head  of  the  French  secret  service. 

The  idea  was  interesting,  but  the  execution  pedes'trian. 


. •'  IJ 


Chilton,  Eleanor  Carroll 

Shadows  Waiting:  A Novel  in  Three  Parts;  New  York,  The  John 
Day  Company,  1927  (author,  February,  1927)  289p. 

London,  Faber  a Gwyn  (1928)  319p. 

The  London  edition  has  "Faber  & Faber"  on  the  spine,  is  in  a 
smaller  format  than  the  American  edition,  but  the  text  is  the 
same;  I read  the  book  from  the  London  edition. 

The  first  part  depicts  a neighboring  boy  and  girl  growing  up 
together  and  loving  each  other.  The  boy’s  mother  is  insane,  and 
he  avoids  marriage  because  of  heredity  fears,  so  asks  Haekla  (the 
heroine)  to  wait  for  two  years  while  he  goes  away  to  an  isolated 
house  near  a haunted  wood  to  write  his  second  novel.  His  first 
having  been  critisised  as  autobiographical,  he  uses  Greek  mytho- 
logical deities  in  the  second. 

Dennis  leaves  his  hand-printed  manuscript  with  Haekla  and 
although  she  is  reluctant  to  read  it  she  does  so.  Dennis  tells 
her  that  he  must  revise  it  and  returns  to  his  isolation;  Haekla 
has  a premonition  that  he  is  ill  when  she  has  heard  nothing  from 
him  and  goes  to  visit  him. 

The  second  part  summarizes  Dennis’  novel. 

Haekla  can  find  no  fault  with  the  novel,  but  Dennis  tells  her 
that  the  ending  must  be  changed  because  he  has  fallen  in  love  with 
Persephone  to  the  extent  that  he  can  visualise  her.  Feeling  that 
this  factor  in  conjunction  with  his  fears  of  heredity  will  blight 
their  love,  she  returns  home,  resigned  to  lose  him.  He  follows, 
tells  her  that  she  has  rescued  him  from  illusion  and  needs  her, 
and  the  novel  ends  with  their  apparent  reconciliation. 

This  novel  is  very  well  written  and  may  deserve  serious  con- 
sideration by  competent  critics,  but  I did  not  have  the  patience 
to  study  it . 

Note:  Just  ahead  of  the  half-title  page  in  the  American  edition 

is  a biographical  note  saying  that  the  author  is  an  American  who 
spent  two  years  in  England. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  22 , 1999 
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Chitty,  Chita 

«^how New  York,  Carlyle  Goininunica  tionc? , Inc.,  (Bee 
Line  Novel  #6188),  (1978,  Publi^she r<^)  156p. 

Variant  Title:  The  "^ex  Performer;^ 

A cjhowgirl  filling  in  as  a cen.quq  taker  iq  involved  in 
variouq  qexual  encounterq. 

Apart  from  blatant  de^criptionq  of  qexual  activity,  the 
book  haq  no  literary  or  artiqtic  importance. 

Thiq  double  novel  haq  aq  a companion-piece  from  the  male 
point  of  view  Fleqh  Festival  by  Virginia  Tooke . 
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Chou,  Eric 


The  Dragon  and  the  Phoenix;  New  York,  Arbor  House;  (1971 
Author);  leleot  Bibliography;  222p. 

A history,  philosophy  and  description  of  sexual  practices 
in  China,  this  book  indicates  that  the  people  generally  are  a 
sober,  monogamous  race,  but  that  the  rulers  and  intellectuals 
are  profligate. 

Although  the  practices  are  described  in  some  detail,  this 
is  not  a licentious  or  sensational  book.  It  is  reasonably 
well  written  and  fairly  interesting. 


C . 1981  Serving  Schedule 


The  schedule  given  below  should  be  considered  a tentative  schedule  as 
it  is  based  on  the  current  membership  of  the  Eldership  and  Diaconate  whicl 
is  subject  to  change  at  the  Annual  Congregational  Meeting'  in  February. 

It  does,  however,  show  how  the  program  modifications  described  above 
affect  the  long  and  complicated  lists  of  the  past  - and  how  the  program 
will  look  to  others  on  paper.  And,  in  the  meantime,  this  will  stand  as 
the  working  list. 

I .  Elders  of  the  Month 


January  - A1  Owen,  Elaine  Owen 
February  - Henry  Wood,  Jackie  Wood 
March  - Fred  Henderson,  Maynard  Houston 
April  “ Elaine  Owen,  Henry  Wood 
May  - Jackie  Wood,  Fred  Henderson 
June  - Maynard  Houston,  A1  Owen 


July  - Henry  Wood,  Elaine  Owen 
August  - Al  Owen,  Jackie  Wood 
Sept.  - M.  Houston,  Henry  Wood 
October  - E.  Owen,  F.  Hendersoi 
November  - Jackie  Wood, M.Houstc 
December  - F.  Henderson,  A.  0w( 


II.  Deacon  of  the  Month 

Ernesto  Concepcion 
Yvonne  Christopher 
Rolando  Manalang 
Wilma  Weekes 
Yvonne  Richmond 
Ernesto  Concepcion 
Rolando  Manalang 
Wilma  Weekes 
Nida  Manalang 
Ernesto  Concepcion 
Yvonne  Richmond 
Rolando  Manalang 


III .  Communion  Preparers 

Norma  Boulton 
Jessie  Anderson 
Linda  Concepcion 
Debbie  Hiebert 
Nida  Manalang 
Jessie  Anderson 
Norma  Boulton 
Linda  Concepcion 
Yvonne  Christopher 
Debbie  Hiebert 
Jessie  Anderson 
Norma  Boulton 


- January 

- February 
March 

” April 

- May 

- June 

- July 

- August 

“ September 
“ October 
~ November 
“ December 


Christie,  Agatha 


The  Hound  of  Death  and  Other  Stories;  W 
Ltd,  London  (no  date) 


Collins  Sons  & Co 
247p  . 


Very  few  writers  primarily  of  mystery  stories  appear  know- 
ledgable  about  psychic  phenomena,  so  this  collection  was  a very 
pleasant  surprise  for  me.  The  majority  of  the  stories  deal  with 
the  usual  psychic  themes,  but  some  are  extended  to  mystical  ex- 
tremes and  one  is  rationalised  as  an  example  of  fraudulent  acts. 

Formerly  I listed  all  stories  with  a short  commentary,  but 
because  of  all  the  current  references  to  the  fantasy  field  and 
the  limitations  of  my  own  time,  I am  merely  noting  that  this  book 
contains  some  excellent  stories  and  is  worth  keeping  for  reference 
purposes . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  7 , 1999 
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Chrl??tmag,  Joyc€^,  and  Petergon,  Jon 

Hidden  Aggetg;  New  York,  Avon  Bookg  (#78535),  (1981, 
authors)  312p. 

A University  fund-raiser  falls  in  love  with  a rna  le  strip- 
per lacking  the  social  graces  of  her  get.  Divorced  from  a 
Boston  socialite,  and  eight  years  older  than  the  stripper,  she 
is  ashamed  of  herself,  but  fascinated  by  his  physical  appeal. 

'nince  her  divorce  she  had  been  carrying  on  an  affair  with 
a pilot  who  had  no  intention  of  marrying,  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  book,  when  she  is  in  '^an  Francisco  attempting  to  raise 
funds  from  a wealthy  old  widow,  she  renews  the  affair,  even 
though  she  is  enamored  of  the  stripper.  About  the  time  she  is 
determined  to  marry  another  Boston  socialite,  the  stripper  ap- 
pears and  announces  he  is  marrying  her;  she  realizes  she  loves 
him  and  that  no  one  elsewill  do. 

I have  no  reason  tfi)  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  por- 
trayal of  the  stripper's  life,  and  of  the  women  who  make  them- 
selves available  to  him.  The  casual  acceptance  of  promiscuous 
sexual  behavior  is  probably  a sign  of  the  times,  but  involves 
deception,  intrigue,  and  emotional  upheaval  which  is  foreign 
to  my  nature. 

This  novel  is  a shade  above  the  sensational  sex  novel, 
but  does  not  convey  a desirable  message. 


TheMoneyktter 


for  at  least  20  years),  you  need  a minimum  of  $600,000  free  and 
clear,  and  $1,000,000  would  be  more  like  it. 

Do  you  have  this  money  now? 

If  you  decide  to  work  until  retirement  and  you  live  15  years  after  that 
— you  need  $450,000  to  make  sure  you  can  live  independent  and  free... 
to  be  certain  you  won’^t  become  dependent  on  the  charity  of  others 
or  become  a ward  of  the  government . 

Do  you  have  this  money  now? 

If  you  become  ill  or  disabled  (and  you  have  a spouse  and  two  children), 
it  will  take  a minimum  of  $350,000  to  take  care  of  them  (and  you)  for 
the  next  10  years. 

Do  you  have  this  money  now? 

If  you  have  two  children  you  are  planning  to  send  to  college  — say, 
starting  in  1990  — you  need  at  least  $60,000  to  see  them  through. 

Do  you  have  this  money  now? 

The  point  I am  making  isn’t  complicated. 

I assume  you  are  responsible  and  that  you  are  doing  pretty  well.  My 
urgent  message  to  you  is  this: 

You  must  do  much,  much  better  if  you  are  to  enjoy  your  life  and  see  to 
your  responsibilities  as  you’ve  planned. 

How  much  better? 

Only  you  know  the  truth.  The  arithmetic  shouldn’t  take  you  long 
(you’ve  probably  already  been  doing  it  in  your  head  as  we’ve 
proceeded) . 

How  much  money  do  you  really  need? 

A lot! 

Only  you  know  how  much  more  money  you  really  need.  After  all,  you  are 
the  author  of  your  dreams,  your  hopes,  and  your  responsibilities.  Only 
you  know  how  much  money  you  really  need  to  be  sure  you  get  what  you 
want . 


But  if  on  closer  — rigorously  honest  — self-examination  it  does  turn 
out  that  the  money  you  really  need  is  a lot  more  than  you  thought  — 
that  leads  to  the  linchpin  question: 

What  are  you  going  to  do? 

I’m  sure  you  realize  the  key  is  accumulating  more  capital . 

I’m  sure  you  realize  that  it’s  your  capital  — free  and  clear  — that 


- 3 - 


Christopher,  John 


The  Little  People;  New  York,  Simon  and  Schuster  (1966) 

224p , 

(on  Book  Club  edition,  excerpts  from  reviews  of  The 
Ra^xred  Edge  were  not  reprinted.) 

An  engaged  couple  are  temporarily  separated  when  the 
girl  inherits  a castle  in  Ireland  and  decides  to  alter  it  to 
a hotel.  Bridget  undertakes  the  cooking  herself  because  the 
housekeeper  is  inept,  and  the  guests  include  ah  American 
couple  and  their  nymphomaniacal  daughter,  a German  counle 
whose  life  is  clouded  by  memories  of  concentration  camps,  a 
young  lawyer  attracted  first  to  Bridget  who,  when  he  realizes 
that  she  has  no  close  attraction  to  him,  falls  in  love  with 
the  Americans*  daughter. 

A tower  in  the  castle  had  been  secretively  used  by  the 
girl’s  uncle,  and  contained  a miniature  village.  Apparently 
the  uncle  had  used  great  care  in  constructing  to  scale  the 
houses  and  furniture.  Bridget  gives  the  furniture  away  to  a 
doll’s  home,  but  the  guests  see  little  people  and  ultimately 
two  girls  and  five  men  of  these  folk  are  invited  up  from  the 
lower  levels  of  the  castle  to  ^oin  the  guests.  The  German 
reads  a diary  or  journal  left  by  a comnanion  of  Bridget’s 
uncle  who  had  livdd  in  the  castle  and  finds  that  he  was  a 
scientist  exnerimenting  v/ith  the  human  foetus,  and  that  these 
little  people  were  the  result  of  this  experimentation.  They 
appear  to  trust  the  giants,  and  one  of  the  girls  is  beautiful 
and  has  apparently  been  accustomed  to  nerform  titillative 
services  for  the  uncle,  though  all  but  she  have  whip  marks  on 
their  backs  from  flagellation  among  themselves  as  v/ell  as  from 
the  uncle.  The  influence  of  the  little  neople  causes  ‘osychic 
phenomena  and  trauma  among  the  guests  and  to  Bridget  and  her 
fiance,  and  Bridget  abandons  the  castle  to  the  little  people, 
deciding  that  her  experience  had  freed  her  not  only  from  any 
fear  of  making  her  own  way,  but  from  her  fiance. 

Althoiigh  interesting,  this  novel  leaves  an  inconclusive 
feeling  and  is  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  disclose  any 
permanent  information.  Interesting  pastime  only. 


Christopher,  Milbourne 


Houdini:  The  Untold  Story;  New  York,  Thomas  Y.  Crowell  Com- 
pany; Illustrated;  (1969,  author);  Bibliographies;  Index  281p 

Not  so  well  written  as  Gresham’s  biography,  this  book  adds  a 
number  of  new  facts  not  previously  known  and  is  a good  reference. 

The  author’s  comments  about  Daisy  White  and  the  Houdini  mes- 
sage received  through  Arthur  Ford  should  be  noted  and  compared 
with  whatever  is  said  by  Allen  Spraggett  when  I read  Spraggett’s 
books . 

There  is  enough  about  Margery  written  to  warrant  keeping  this 
book  permanently. 

Note:  Richmond  Hill,  Ontario,  Pocket  Books  of  Canada  (#77169); 

2nd  ptg,  April,  1970  298p. 

(#78334),  74th  ptg,  January,  1975  298p. 
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Church,  Rev.  Alfred  J.,  M.A. 


Stories  of  the  Magicians;  with  16  illustrations;  New  York, 
Dodd,  Mead  & Company  (no  date,  but  circalf86)  309p. 

This  beautiful  book  must  be  a rare  item  in  fantasy  collec- 
tions because  of  its  ornate  binding  and  the  reproduction  of  il- 
lustrations from  Persian  and  Indian  MSS  in  the  British  Museum. 

Thalaba  the  Destroyer  and  The  Curse  of  Kehama  are  from 
Southey’s  Oriental  Romances,  retold  in  prose.  The  Story  of  Rus- 
tem is  greatly  condensed  from  Firdausi’s  Shah-Nameh , or  Book  of 
the  Kings. 

The  style  of  narration  is  author-omniscient  rather  than 
dramatic,  and  the  exploits  of  the  magicians  and  heroes  are  most 
exaggerated,  the  nobility  and  legendary  detailed  and  the  com- 
moners ignored  or  minimized.  Although  definitely  fantasy,  the 
stories  come  close  to  being  folklore. 

The  variant  spellings  of  East  Indian  gods  is  interesting. 

Although  reading  is  an  unusual  experience,  I doubt  that  I 
will  ever  reread  these  stories. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  5,  1999 
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Churchward,  James 


The  Lost  Continent  of  Mu;  Illustrated;  New  York,  Ives 
Washburn  (1931,  author);  13th  ptg  February,  1945  335p. 

New  York,  Paperback  Library,  Inc.  (#54-616);  (Jan,  1968  286p 

The  huge,  heavy  hardcover  edition  contains  many  illustrations 
not  reprinted  in  the  paperback,  although  it,  too,  has  illustrations 
and  appears  to  have  the  complete  text  as  it  is  closely  printed. 

Although  Churchward  obviously  did  a lot  of  work  to  produce 
this  book,  his  sources  are  questionable  and  his  reliance  on  many 
symbols  does  not  appeal  to  me. 

Only  his  conclusion  that  the  people  of  Mu  communicated  by 
telepathy,  and  his  comments  on  "eyeless  sight"  were  of  particular 
interest  to  me.  Whether  mankind  originated  in  Mu  or  elsewhere  is 
of  less  interest  to  me  than  his  personality  and  possible  powers  of 
parapsychological  value. 

I had  expected  to  read  all  five  of  Churchward’s  books,  but  am 
not  likely  to  do  so. 
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